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Very interesting halacha concerning a brit that falls on Purim — when are we to do the
brit — before the Megilla or after?
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BY, THD, RDVZ, PH, GRA all say it is done AFTER the megillah

RAMA, MA, AHS, HA all say it is done BEFORE the megillah
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Now, the Sanzer Rebbi in his Divrei Yatziv brings these opinions and says that he
certainly isn’t going to decide between all these giants. Nevertheless, he would like to try
to explain the unusual opinion of the Rama.

The Sanzer notes that the Rama’s source is in Mahara Tirna [R. Yishak Isaac Mitirna,
d.1425 — wrote Sefer Minhagim] who says that the Megilla says LaYEHUDIM hayta ora
— and since we want the kid to be included in the YEHUDIM so we need to give him a
brit mila. But, says the Sanzer, the kid is a JEW already — everyone knows that even
without the brit he is a Jew and we are mehalel Shabbat for him if necessary. The Sanzer
is not “poseil” the idea, but he wants to understand what it means to make the kid a
“Jew.”
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So the Sanzer explains that the Gem in Megila 16b says that the verse — Leyhudim hayta
ORA vSIMCHA vSASON vYikar — refers to 4 mitzvot: ora=torah; Simcha=YT&SHBT;
sason=miila, yikar=tefillin. On this Rashi explains that Haman was gozeir on all 4.
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And so, says the Sanzer, it appears that the sages hint to the fact that if one had fulfilled
any one of these mitzvot, it was enough to be saved from Haman.

Now the Sanzer wants to understand more specifically why does the brit mila save from
Haman’s decree, so he brings the gemara in Gitin that says, KI ALEICHA HORAGNU
KOL HAYOM, this refers to MILA (zu mila).

The Sanzer writes that BSHAAT HAGEZEIRA the goyim identify us as Jews by our
MILA and they kill us; and so B’DIN, for identifying as a Jew, one can claim his sechar
with the Jews at the time of a miracle.
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Now, it should be clear that the Sanzer is not giving some kind of magical solution: have
a brit mila, be safe for life. The Sanzer lost his entire family in the holocaust (wife and 11
kids), and saw with his own eyes more than one Jew go to the gas chambers with a brit
mila, gasher lemebadrin.

The point the Sanzer is making is that the Jewish people are God’s witnesses — we stand
as testimony that there is an involved creator of the world. How do we do that? By
surviving against all odds. By seeing the goyim come against us in every generation and,
though they are successful at inflicting losses, heavy losses, they are never successful in
destroying us. Why? Because, as we say every Pesah, shebchol dor vador kamim aleinn
lechaloteinn — veHHKBH matzileinn miyadam. The only explanation for the eternity of the Jew
is God. Historically, we should have been gone a long time ago.

We are the eternal people, A Hanetzach. That means that the Jewish PEOPLE are
guaranteed survival; but there are no guarantees for the individual — that is up to
heavenly calculations (beshbonot shamayim) that are beyond the comprehension of mere
mortals.

The brit mila does not guarantee to survival. What it does guarantee you is that if you
identify as a Jew, then, when and if, you are saved as Jew, you fulfill the great and holy
mission of bearing witness to the creator in the world. If you are part of the people, then
you are part of the great testimony, you bear witness to hand of God in history. This is
not about a way to stay alive, this is about a way to be alive, alive with purpose.

And this is what it means to have mila to be considered a JEW — OF COURSE you are a
Jew when you are BORN to a Jewish mother — BUT you are NOT REALLY a Jew until
you IDENTIFY as a Jew — when you assume the role of the Jew in the world — chased
because of your beliefs and SAVED because of your God.
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And this is why the Rama, et al., wants you to do MILA before the MEGILA: to show
that this mitzvah — identifying as a Jew to bear witness to God — is what the megillah is
all about. Itis the bearing witness to the hand of God in history that served to foil the
plans of Haman. This is what Jewish history is about, this is what the Megilla is about —
perhaps that is why the Megilla will be read even after the Messiah comes.
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This teaching is all the more profound coming from the Sanzer who lost his entire family
to the pursuits of the 20th century Haman.

And as the Sanzer Rebbi, after the heavy losses in his time, stood and bore witness that
there is a God who watches over his people, so too do I, though tiny and without
comparison, stand as witness, despite the heavy losses of the 8 holy Torah scholars who
were murdered in cold blood in the Mercaz Yeshiva; I stand before you today as witness
that God saves his people for I was there, and God, through His mercies which are
inscrutable to man, saved me to be witness to His hand in history.

May we be zoche to see the day when all the Amalakim of the world are silenced and
God’s “throne” is finally whole, as the Midrash explains:
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