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Longevity of the Patriarchs
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R.E. Ricklefs and C. E. Finch, Aging (NY: Scientift American Library, 1995)

e “We are convinced that the rate of aging is uneeregic control.”

e Without aging, the minimum mortality rate of a 1€ay old (0.05%) would continue for
one’s entire life. Under these circumstances, 85%e population would reach the age
of 100 and the average life span would be aboud y8@ars.
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R. Rueven P. Bulka, “Logotherapy as a Response tbd Holocaust”, p.93
Frankl's approach ... If man lived forever, he coodohstantly postpone the demands of the
day with the argument there will always be tomorrdBut the spectre of death negates this
argument, and the existential fact that any momentised suffers its own existential death
imposes an imperative for action on man in everyneat of his existence.
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As the Vilna Gaon, zt"l, lay on his deathbed, hgdeto cry. His students were astounded
that their holy master appeared anxious afteredlifi of Torah. They asked the Gaon why he
was crying The Gaon of Vilna took hold of his tzitzis anddéhem lovingly by his heart.
“In this world, | paid just a few kopecks for thazézis, and every moment | wear them | am
able to serve my Creator with my own free willHeaven, no money in the world will buy
me the chance to willingly do Hashem’s commiakg opportunity is slipping away- is that
not a reason to weep?”
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