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R. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, p.3
Halakhic man reflects two opposing selves; two disparate images are embodied within his soul and sprirt.

On the one hand he is as far removed from homo religionsus as east is from west and is identical, in many
respects, to prosaic, cognitive man; on the other hand he is a man of God, possesor of an ontological
approach that is devoted to God and of a world view saturated with the radiance of the divine presence.
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R. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, p.41

Homo religiousus, his glance fixed upon the higher realms, forgets all too frequently the lower realms and
becomes ensnared in the sins of ethical inconsistency and hypoctrisy. See what many religions have done to
this world on account of their yearning to break through the bounds of concrete reality and escape to the
sphere of eternity. They have been so intoxicated by their dreams of an exalted supernal existence that
they have failed to hear the cries of the “them that dwell in clay houses” (Job 4:19), the sighs of orphans,
the groans of the destitute. Had they not desired to unite with infinity and to merge with transendence,
then they might have been able to do something to aid the widow and orphan, to save the oppressed from
the hand of the oppressor. There is nothing so physically and spiritually destructive as diverting one’s
attention from the world. And by contrast, how courageous is halakhic man who does not flee from this
world, who does not seek to escape to some pure, supernal realm. Halakhic man craves to bring down the
divine presence and holiness into the midst of space and time, into the midst of finite, earthly existence.
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