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R. G. G. Rothstein “Men and Women’s Differing Religious Aims”
Studies comparing men and women reinforce the belief that highly structured obligations and rules do not

meet women's emotional and spiritual needs in the same way as they do for men — (C. Gilligan, “In a
Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women’s Development” [Harvard U. Press, 1989]).

From the time they are little, boys and (later) men socialize in a hierarchical structure, with a leader (or
leaders), clear rules, and the imposition of authority from the top. Women, on the other hand, tend to
focus on creating collaborative group efforts that work less by a dominant authority and more by
consensus of the group. Each system has its advantages, but it highlights the dangers the Torah would
have seen in forcing women to toe a specific line at a specific time.

Carol Gilligan and others have shown that women naturally think about morality differently from men. In
dealing with moral quandaries, women tend to focus on empathy, on relationships, on outcomes that
creates the maximum benefit for those involved, rather than the objective right and wrong, the relevant
section of the rule, that would guide a man in the same situations. A particularly useful example of this
difference is the internal conflict felt by many women who enter the legal profession. These women find
their natural empathetic tendencies being discouraged in favor of the strict legalism the system demands.
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