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Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995, France), “Cities of Rege”, Beyond the Verse
[both refuge & exile for subjectively innocent &jebtively guilty]

Is our responsibility limited by negligence anddad care? Are we conscious enough,
awake enough ...? (p.38).

Do these murders, commited without the murdereshtion, occur in other ways than by the
axe-head leaving the handle and coming to strigg#sser-by? In Western society — free
and civilized, but without social equality- is it absurd to wonder whether advantages
available to the rich in relation to the poor — @veéryone is rich in relation to someone in the
West — whether these advantages, one thing lednlimigother, are not the cause, somewhere,
of someone’s agony? ... Does the avenger ‘with hdaed’ lurk around us, in the form of
people’s anger .?. The cities in which we live and [their] protectia.against so many
heated forces; is not such protection, in factpifweection of a half-innocence or a half-guilt

. - does not all this make our cites cities of gefwr cities of exil@ (p.40)
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The spirituality of true study of the Torah excladerersight and absent-midedness.... The
Torah is justice, a complete justice which goesobeythe ambiguous situations of cities of
refuge.... Jerusalem will defined by this Torah,tq of extreme consciousness. (p.46)
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The ancient status of the city of refuge — the gy of a crime which is not a crime,
punished by a punishment which is not a punishmestelated to the ambiguity of human
fraternity which is the source of hatred and pipy46).
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In Jerusalem, the city of authentic Torah, thelg nisore conscious consciousness... There is the
great awakening. We have a footing... We no long&raommitting the murders which give rise
to the avenger of blood. (p.50)
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