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Rav Aharon Lichtenstein

A human being, in order to maintain a minimal degoéprivacy, possesses a basic
need of being covered; this explains the hastyywtion of the fig-leaf girdles. On
another level, however, clothing is the symbol glalitative distinction between
human being and animal. Clothing is importantjost for what it covers but for
what it reveals; it is the medium through whichirgividual presents himself to the
world. We all take for granted just how much wa tell about a person we meet on
the street just from how he or she is dressed.u@ihddam and Eve did not know it
at the time, their consumption from té& ha-da’atmeant not only that they had
gained a sense of privacy and decency, but thatithe become a species altogether
removed from the animal kingdom. Thus, when Go#esdhem more substantive
clothes He fashions them from leather [some say linenhibiing the essence of
clothing as a distinguishing feature of humankind.
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R. Riskin, Exodus, p225

Humans must work on their naked essence, muserafid enoble, purify and
sanctify the raw essence which is nakedndgss is the magnificent idea of
circumcision, this is the essence of the systeBil8fcommandments, and this is the
symbol of clothing.
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