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R. Moshe Lichtenstien, L egitimacy of a Non-Religious Gover nment

... we must draw a distinction between the two fuoretiof government. Clearly, if we are
talking about furthering educational or spirituatha, we cannot legitimize a government
elected to express the wishes of a seculam-observant electorate and as such the govettime
authority is, indeed, not binding. ... However, tleey same government would have full
halakhic legitimacy regarding all matters concegrpublic security, road buildingetc.] ...

M enachem Elon, Encyclopedia Judaica, Dina De-Malkhuta Dina

We may distinguish between three possible methgdghlich Rabbinical Courts could confer
binding validity on Israeli Civil LawOne way is the recognition of the binding validity,deal

on the principle of 'the law of the kingdom is law. Theother method is adoption - by means
of the legal basis of a custom (or usage) in Jelgst that integrates a certain law which then
becomes an integral part of it.and may even be valid in spite of contradictnggrticular law
in Jewish civil law. ... Thehird method idegislation the community or its leaders enjoy a
limited measure of judicial authority and may maksv laws in various legal spherés
talmudic times this was called "the authority tgoee punishmentstriesi'in al kiztapbut in
later periods it has become known as "enactmethteopublic." These enactments have greatly
enriched Jewish Law and became an integral pairi{(tibkkanot ha-kahgl
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