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R. Chaim Eisen, “Mosheh Rabbeinu And Rabbi Akiva”, Jewish Thought

At the heart of [the] ongoing process of development in Torah is the dynamism that
characterizes the growth of Torah shebe'al-peh from its inception at Sinai. Just as Nevi'im and

Kethuvim essentially “were given to Mosheh from Sinai” (Berachot 5a), inasmuch as the basic
truths and principles that they elaborate originate in the Torah received by Mosheh, so does every
aspect of these later developments of Torah shebe’al-peh derive from basic truths and principles
from Sinai. And just as Nevi'im and Kethuvim as they appear before us represent the realization
of these truths and principles unfolding through history, so too does the growth of Torab shebe'al-
peh represent a process of historical development predicated upon the basic truths and principles
of Torah, applied and reapplied throughout time. While these truths and principles are

immutable and static, their applications are dynamic and endless.
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Jonathan Sacks

A great sage /s a living Torah scroll. There are textbooks and there are textpeople. We
learn rules from books. But we learn virtue by finding virtuous people and seeing how
they behave.
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R. Eliezer Berkovits, Essential Essays on Judaism

Judaism looks upon life as the raw material which has to be shaped in conformity
with the spiritual values contained in the Bible.... The teachings of the Torah
can therefore reveal their real sense only when there is a concrete reality to which
they are applied. Judaism is a great human endeavor to fashion the whole of life,
every part and every moment of it, in accordance with standards that have their
origin in unchallengeable authority. Its aim is not merely to cultivate the spirit,
but infuse prosaic, everyday existence with the spirit.

Martin Buber, “Behirat Yisrael”, Darko shel Mikra

God is the absolute authority over the world because He is separate from it and
transcends it but He is not withdrawn from it. Israel must, in imitating God by
being a holy nation, similarly not withdraw from the world of nations but rather
radiate a positive influence on them through every aspect of Jewish living.
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