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R. Eliezer Berkovits:
Judaism looks upon life as the raw material which has to be shaped in conformity
with the spiritual values contained in the Bible.... The teachings of the Torah can
therefore reveal their real sense only when there is a concrete reality to which they
are applied. Judaism is a great human endeavor to fashion the whole of life, every
part and every moment of it, in accordance with standards that have their origin in
unchallengeable authority. Its aim is not merely to cultivate the spirit, but infuse
prosaic, everyday existence with the spirit.

R. Berkovits, “On the Return to Jewish National Life”, 1943
The great spiritual tragedy of the exile consists in the breach between Tora and life,
for exile means the loss of a Jewish-controlled environment.... Itis incorrect to
speak, as it is often done among Jews, of the conflict between Judaism and modern
life. For as yet there is no modern Jewish life [in 1943].
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