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R. Adin Steinsaltz, Understanding the Tanya, Vol. 3, p60

“I am the Lord you God” (Exodus 20:12), the commaeat to believe in the divine Being,_is not a
commandment to believe in the existence of a Crédmibrather to believe in the unique bond between
the unfathomable Being beyond all existence ane Librd your God Who brought you forth from the
land of Egypt” — the Omnipotent, Active Power ir tivorld
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R. J. Sacks, Beshallah, p.120.

There is an obvious connection. The Israelitesbddsipunished. Having protected them throughout,
God gives them a glimse of what life is like withdnis protection...bekirbenu can mean two things...
“among us” (a spatial sense) ... “within us” (a psylogical sense). The real meaning of the battle
against Amalek, as understood by the Mishna, isitistilowed the inner, psychological, spiritual and
emotional dimension of the Divine Presense. Theeles won not because God fought the battle for
them, but becaugBod gave them the strength to fight the battle themselves.
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Yoram Hazony, The Dawn, p. 247

And herein lies the key to Esther. The most remaikaspect of the book is not
God'’s absence itself, but the fact that this abseloes not induce defeat and despair.
Quite the contrary, in fact: Mordechai and Esthewp that even in the grim new
universe of the dispersion, the most fearsome ewlg yet be challenged and beaten-
so long as man is willing to take the initiativebiat them. ... Man may still
participate in the actions of God in history, batwill not be called to them; he will
have to initiate them..
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Machiavelli 1: principle of investment (placememtlew in palace, favors to the king)
Machiavelli 2: principle of boldness (not bowingigg in to the king)
Mordechai 3: principle of faith
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Yoram Hazony, The Dawn, p. 262

In Esther, God ceased to call to man in the sti@®isthe marketplaces, he has
withdrawn from dictating political action and deengg divine law. ... Beyond the
investments and acts of boldness and might whiehnitiividual can muster, there is
infinite strength in a living reality [i.e., God]mch seeks to move in the same
direction, and which can respond ten-fold, ten-fama-fold, if our aims are towards
the true and eternal, towards that which is comradnd We believe that if we do
our part, ... God will do his.
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