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Anthropology 101

Traditional Culture: established over ages endutes over ages.
Popular Culture: arrived at overnight will be over in a night.
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R. Soloveitchik, Sacred and Profane

The basic criterion which distinguishes freeman from slave is the kind of relationship each has with time
and its experience. Bondage is identical with passive intuition and reception of an empty, formal time
stream. When the Jews were delivered from the Egyptian oppression and Mosheh rose to undertake the
almost impossible task of metamorphosing a tribe of slaves into a "nation of priests" [Shemoth 19:6], ... A

slave who is capable of appreciating each day, of grasping its meaning and worth, of weaving every thread
of time into a glorious fabric, quantitatively stretching over the period of seven weeks but qualitatively
forming the warp and woof of centuries of change, is eligible for Torah. He has achieved freedom.
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