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Hirsch (Lev. 19:2)

Kedusha is the product of the completest mastery by the god-like free-willed human
being over all his forces and natural tendencies ... placing them at the disposal of God’s
Will. This mastery over one’s self, the highest possible art which human beings can
practice does not consist of neglecting, curtailing, ... or doing away with any of one’s
powers or natural tendencies ... [for| they are all given to him for beneficial purposes to
accomplish God’s Will on earth. ... Virtuosity in this, the highest human art, is only
attained, as in any other art, by practice, by constant exercise in using one’s moral free
will in mastering his tendencies.
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Abraham Joshua Heschel

The Law, stiff with formality, is a cry for creativity; a call for nobility concealed in the
form of the commandments. It is not designed to be a yoke, a curb, a straight-jacket for
human action. Above all the Torah asks for love: Thou shalt love thy God: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor. All observance is a training in the art of love.
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