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[T]his beauty of nature showered in every formoaiér the world, and the sense of enjoyment
which Man derives from it, is one of the first meda protect Man from complete
brutalisation. Joy in the beauties of Nature dnediteauties of form, which God lavished
especially on the plant world, forms the bridge dosd¢ what is spiritually and morally
beautiful. In surroundings where no consideraisogiven to harmony and beauty, Man too
easily grows up wild and unruly.
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The feeling which gives one joy in harmony and oideelated to the feeling for order and
harmony in the sphere of morality, so much so ¢hdtand bad appear to us as “ra” (from
re’uah — to break into pieces, I.L.) as somethirakén, the harmony disturbed, where one
single thought no longer rules the whole.
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[The description of the trees in the Garden of Ealerfirst and foremost, “delightful to the
sight”] gives justification for, and dedication the aesthetic, the sense of appreciating
beauty, and this too, may confirm the higher stigggned for Man. The abundance of
beauty of every kind which we are given in this; world, and the fact that — as far as we
know — Man is the only creature that had been pieviwith the ability to enjoy beauty for
itself, proves what value the Creator lays on éleisthetic sense for the spiritual-moral calling
of Man.
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“Physical Environment and Crime”, U.S. National Ingitute of Justice

Physical deterioration [in neighborhoods], in ablpability, not only influences cognition and
behavior of potential offenders but also shapes tesients behave and what they think
about other residents. ... Physical changes appgaetede crime changessing groupings
of Los Angeles census tracts and studying thersdweeral decades, researchers found that
patterns of owner-to-rental conversion, land usangls, and abandonment predicted the
emergence of hardened high-crime areas. The caoneemained after controlling for
changes in the types of people living there.
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Sam Fleischacker A Third Concept Of Liberty, ch. 2)
» Jackson Pollock
* “the free play of the faculties”
» “determining judgment” v. “reflective judgment”.

Sam Fleischacker A Third Concept Of Liberty, ch. 2)

[Aesthetic interpretation] is interwovewith our other thinking. Not only does reflective
judgment consist in a play between concepts andtins: it participates in an interplay with
determining judgment as well. ... The determininggents of science and morality play
into the interpretations we come up with of, sayoéstoy novel, while our interpretations of
the novel inform the way we then use some ternsgience and morality. Concepts have a
definite meaning insofar as we have a definiteosslystem of scientific and moral
determining judgments, but such systems must bstaotty scrutinized for responsibility to
evidence, to the facts of our lives, and that melaaisour determining judgments, and the
concepts they define, must always stand open twlrerinterpreted, re-shaped into a new
system, by reflective judgment. The play in reflejudgment, and between reflective and
determining judgment, is what keeps our conceptesip our beliefs responsible to the world
around us.
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R. Eliezer Berkowitz, Not In Heaven, p.83.
The supreme principle of the law to which man igject is theonomous, its ultimate source
of authority is the will of God; the interpretatiohthe law and its application to the
innumerable and forever-changing life situationalitonomous. Theonomy liberates the
human will from the potentially destructive relasim of its subjectivity; human autonomy
protects the absoluteness of the law against tb@samally negative consequences of its
time-alienated objectivity.
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Chaim Eisen, “Mosheh Rabbeinu And Rabbi Akiva”

At the heart of [the] ongoing process of developnie orah is the dynamism that
characterizes the growth ®brah shebe’al-pefrom its inception at SinaiJust as Nevi'im
and Kethuvim essentially “were given to Mosheh fr&mai” (Berachot 5a), inasmuch as the
basic truths and principles that they elaboratgimaie in the Torah received by Mosheh, so
does every aspect of these later developmerisraih shebe’al-pelderive from basic truths
and principles from Sinai. And just as Nevi'im akethuvim as they appear before us
represent the realization of these truths and iplie unfolding through history, so too does
the growth ofTorah shebe’al-pehepresent a process of historical development gagst
upon the basic truths and principles of Torah, iadpnd reapplied throughout time. While
these truths and principles are immutable andcsthigir applications are dynamic and
endless
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R. Soloveitchik “Worship of the Heart”
Three “gestures”: intellectual, ethical, aesthetic.

R. Soloveitchik "Worship of the Heart”, p.47
“What caused man'’s fall is his giving preferencéh® sensuous, delightful, and pleasing over
the true, at both the intellectual and ethical leve
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R. Soloveitchik “Worship of the Heart”, p.56

“When the aesthete begins to wonder whether évieyivhich is apprehended as beauty
and as pleasant expresses indeed genuine beawty hetthinks that the aesthetic act can be
critically examined and its worth objectively adeaéned, in a manner similar to our critical
attitude toward cognitive and ethical gestures) theauty is redeemed”
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R. Soloveitchik “Worship of the Heart”, p.57

“God not only addresses Himself to man throughdhes, by emanating wisdom and
knowledge to the finite mind; not only through #tlos, revealing to natural man, driven by
insensate desires and impulses, a great ordeisofuae values and ideals — but also through
aesthesis — the immediate sensible apprehensi@alitl which is beautiful and grandiose.”
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R. Soloveitchik “Worship of the Heart”, p.59
“Only through coming in contact with the beautifudd exalted may orepprehend God
instead ocomprehendHim ...”
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