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Soloveitchik on Bergon's Theory of Time, “Sacred ad Profane”

... Bergson's tremendous influence upon modern plplogds partly due to the fact that he formulated
a new interpretation of time, the so-called punaréé," duration. He contrasted this concept of time
with that of the physicist, which is pure chronomgetime quantified and frozen in geometric space...
Qualitative Time: Thus, Bergson speaks of fleeting time, living amegheasurable, beyond the
scientist's mesh. No clock can be applied to th&itative time which is transient, intangible, and
evanescent, and, on the other hand, creative, dgnand self-emerging. In this "time" there are no
milestones separating past, present, and futuientit unidimensional, as is physical time, but
multidimensional, compenetrating and overlappinstparesent, and future

Quantitative Time: This is_time measured by the clodly the rotation of the Earth on its axis, and by
its revolution about the sun. This "time" is unifgrempty and noncreative

R. Soloveitchik, Sacred and Profane

The basic criterion which distinguishes freemamfiglave is the kind of relationship each has
with time and its experience. Bondage is identig#th passive intuition and reception of an empty,
formal time stream.

When the Jews were delivered from the Egyptiarreggion and Mosheh rose to undertake
the almost impossible task of metamorphosing & tibslaves into a "nation of priests" [Shemoth
19:6], he was told by G-d that the path leadingnftbe holiday of Pesach to Shavu'oth, from initial
liberation to consummate freedd@illui Shechinah, Revelation)leads through the medium of time
The commandment c£firah was entrusted the Jew; the wondrous test of cogifibirty-nine
successive days was put to him. These forty-nilys daust be whole. If one day be missed, the act of
numeration is invalidated.

A slave who is capable of appreciating each dhgrasping its meaning and worth, of
weaving every thread of time into a glorious fapgigantitatively stretching over the period of seven
weeks bupualitatively forming the warp and woof of centuries of charigeligible for Torah. He
has achieved freedom.

We may say then thaualitative time consciousness is comprised of two eleméiitst, the
appreciation ofhe enormous implications inherent in the fleetimgment<of the presentNo fraction
of time, however infinite, should slip through tiregers, left unexploited; for eternity may depend
upon the brief momen&econdly the vicarious experience, while in the presehthe past and future.
No distance, however removed, should separate timelconsciousness from the dawn of one's group
or from the eschatological destiny and infinitelizgdion of one's cherished ideals.

R. Soloveitchik, On Pesah, Shavuot & Sefirat HaOmemp. 151

What is the “past™? It's retrospection, recolleaticAnd what is the “future”? Future is anticipatjo
expectation. What we call “present” is nothing thé vantage position from which we look either
forward or backward...Judaism requires [we] experente in its two dimensions simultaneously
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