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D. Berger in “The Artless Jew”, p.64

The mouth which prohibited is the same mouth tleatitted Similarly, with regard to the

prohibitions on the Sabbath, it is written, “Youwa#ikkindle no fire” (Ex. 35:3), yet it is writteriOn the
Sabbath day: two lambs ... the burnt offering” (N@&:9-10). Thus, on e should not scrutinize the
commandments of the Creator, blessed be he, draetie of human reason; rather, what He prohibited
is prohibited and what he permitted is permittedThis is also what you should say regarding the
cherubim, for that is what Scripture intended ipiis@, “You shall make for yourself’ (Ex. 20:3), i,e

on your own authority, but on My authority you may

~~ NTP91200 ~~

Giorgio Vasari (1568), “Lives of the Most Eminent Painters ...” (TheArtless Jew, p.68)

The art of design and sculpture, ... was given byntbeth of God to Bezalel ... and Ohilab ... who
fashioned the two golden cherubs, the candelaeayil, ... and so many other beautiful things for
the Tabernacle, for no other purpose than to indheg@eople t@ontemplateand adore them
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R. J. Berman, “The Temple”, p. 44

Thus, the receptaclsf thekol from Sinai, the Ark, is the vehictrough which théol will continue to
be transmitted. ... the Tabernacle as a whole isitheat which God communicates His instructions to
the Jewish people and a conduit of divine instargtjust as Mount Sinai had been at the event of
Revelation.
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R. J. Berman, “The Temple”, p. 32

The casting of the Torah in language suggestithefree of life implies a double message. While
man may find the world around him devoid of spaility, the Torah as a tree of life allows him to
achieve an intimate encounter with the Almighty,cimas Adam experienced in the Garden of Eden.
Conversely, however, the substitution of the Tdaatthe tree of life and the presence of cherubim
guarding the Kodesh Kodashim remind man that thimeliencounter of Eden can only be partially
simulated and that man stands permanently outs&eriginal garden in the wakes of Adam’s sin.
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R. Hirsh, Exodus, p.442
If Israel keeps the Torah which is entrusted to it, with gold-like firmness and strength, right up to the full

extreme, then by completing this guardianship it makes itself not only in its united totality a wyTp ", but
in all its members a»n> nabnn, a totality, every single member of which fulfitee threefold
function: Furthering the well being of its neighbprotecting the whole nation, and being one of the
bearers of the Glory of God on earththen Israel will become a pair of cherubim whariutual
respect and consideration and peacefully direatedto the other, each entrusted to the other — in
brotherly cooperation, a whole nation keeping amdgeting the Torah, and together achieving a
Throne for the Glory of God on earth....
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