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Fermat's Last Theorem (1601-1665)
Pythagoras' equation:

X+ =27
Fermat's Last Theorem:

X'+y'=2"

“It cannot be solved with non-zero integers X, §orzany exponent n greater than 2.
| have found a truly marvelous proof, which thisrgma is too small to contain.”

Andrew Wiles (1953-), Prof. Mathematics, PrincetorJniversity

1963 - 10yrs old learned of Fermat’s Last Theorem.

1986 - Ken Ribet (UCB) linked Fermat's Last Theoteranother unsolved problem,
the Taniyama-Shimura conjecture. (Work on this Wwaspectable”).

1993 — Declared Proof Found. But then error disced in proof.

1994 — 150 page proof with no error.
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Andrew Wiles: There's no problem that will mean the same tofFeemat was my childhood passion.
There's nothing to replace il try other problems. I'm sure that some ofrthwill be very hard and

I'll have a sense of achievement again, but nothiltignean the same to me. There's no other problem
in mathematics that could hold me the way thatdhis did. There is a sense of melanch@lg've lost
something that's been with us for so long, and $img that drew a lot of us into mathematics. But
perhaps that's always the way with math problemd vee just have to find new ones to capture our
attention. People have told me I've taken away fhr@blem—can't | give them something else? | feel
some sense of responsibility. | hope that seeiagititement of solving this problem will make ygun
mathematicians realize that there are lots andoiodgher problems in mathematics which are going t
be just as challenging in the future
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