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Livio (Golden Ratio, p.63) [emphasis added]
The Greek excellence in mathematics was largelyegtdconsequence of their passion for knowledge
for its own sakerather thammerely for practical purposes.

JJ. Thomson, Physics, Cambridge University, Discoved Electron in 1897
To the electron -- may it never be of any use tbady!
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Plato, Apology, Socrates' Defense

Men of Athens, | honor and love you; but | shaleglisod rather than you, and while | have life and
strength | shall never cease from the practiceteaching of philosophy, exhorting anyone whom |
meet after my manner, and convincing him, sayingayfriend, why do you who are a citizen of the
great and mighty and wise city of Athens, care sehmabout laying up the greatest amount of money
and honor and reputation, and so little about wis@md truth and the greatest improvement of the
soul which you never regard or heed at all? Are youasbamed of this?

Plato, The Republic, Book IX

Then we may begin by assuming that there are tHasses of men --lovers of wisdom, lovers of
honour, lovers of gain? ...

Is any better than experience and wisdom and r€ason

There cannot be a better, he said.

Then, | said, reflect. Of the three individuals,iethhas the greatest experience of all the pleasure
which we enumerated? Has the lover of gain, imiegrthe nature of essential truth, greater
experience of the pleasure of knowledge than tlilegapher has of the pleasure of gain?

The philosopher, he replied, has greatly the adggtfor he has of necessity always known the taste
of the other pleasures from his childhood upwabdsthe lover of gain in all his experience hasafot
necessity tasted --or, | should rather say, evenhleadesired, could hardly have tasted --the swesstn
of learning and knowing truth.

Then the lover of wisdom has a great advantage tbeelover of gain, for he has a double experience?
Yes, very great.

Again, has he greater experience of the pleastifesmur, or the lover of honour of the pleasurkes o
wisdom?

Nay, he said, all three are honoured in proporigithey attain their object; for the rich man aral t
brave man and the wise man alike have their crdvetimirers, and as they all receive honour they all
have experience of the pleasures of honour; budelight which is to be found in the knowledge of
true being is known to the philosopher only.

... But that perfect happiness is a contemplativaviagwill appear from the following consideration
as well. We assume the gods to be above all o#iagb blessed and happy; but what sort of actions
must we assign to them? Acts of justice? Will i&t gods seem absurd if they make contracts and
return deposits, and so on? Acts of a brave man, tonfronting dangers and running risks because i
is noble to do so? Or liberal acts? To whom widtlgive? It will be strange if they are really tavie
money or anything of the kind. And what would thieimperate acts be? Is not such praise tasteless,
since they have no bad appetites? If we were tamaugh them all, the circumstances of action woul
be found trivial and unworthy of gods. Still, evenye supposes that they live and therefore that the
are active; we cannot suppose them to sleep liklymion. Now if you take away from a living being
action, and still more production, what is left lsohtemplation? Therefore the activity of God, vihic
surpasses all others in blessedness, must be qoates®; and of human activities, therefore, that
which is most akin to this must be most of the reatf happiness

...Now he who exercises his reason and cultivatesdis to be both in the best state of mind and
most dear to the gods. For if the gods have arg/foarhuman affairs, as they are thought to have, i
would be reasonable both that they should deligithat which was best and most akin to them (i.e.
reason) and that they should reward those whodadehonour this most, as caring for the things that
are dear to them and acting both rightly and nobly.

Victor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning, p.133

[M]an is responsible and must actualize the podéntieaning of his life. ... The more one forgets
himself — by giving himself to a cause to serva @erson to love — the more human he is and the mor
he actualizes himself. What is called self-achzion is not an attainable aim at all, for thedam
reason that the more one would strive for it, thererhe would miss it. In other words, self-
actualization is only possible as a side effedeadf-transcendence.
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