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Albert Einstein, Out of My Later Years (1950)

For science can only ascertain what zs, but not what should be, and outside of its domain

value judgments of all kinds remain necessary.
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R. Soloveichik, Halakhic Man, p. 123-128

Man, in one respect, is a mere random exampleedbithiogical species — species maan
image of the universal, a shadow of true existeieeanother respect he is a man of God
possessor of an individual existence. The diffeedvetween a man who is a mere random
example of the biological species and a man of Gt the former is characterized by
passivity, the latter by activity and creation. eTthan who belongs solely to the realm of the
universal is passive to an extreme — he creatésngot The man who has a particular
existence of his own is not merely a passive, riagepreature but acts and creates. Action
and creation are the true distinguishing marksuttfientic existence.
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R. Soloveichik, Reflections of the Rav (Vol. 11), p. 36-44

Adam | wants to be a “man”, to realize his humabigybeing distinguished from the rest of
creation, by becoming the master over his own enwirent. This grants him an honorable
status with dignity.
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... Adam Il aspires, in addition, for the religiougoerience of sanctity, a sense of
communion with the transcendent.

Adam | is interested in just one aspect of realitgd asks only one question: “How does the
cosmos work?” He is not fascinated by the quegtbAdam II]: “why does the cosmos
function at all,” nor is he interested in “whaitis meaning or purpose.”
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R. Hirsch, (Gen. 25:24), p.424
... they were really identical twins.. This complete exterior similarity taken togetigth
the complete dissimilarity ... could well have beesigned to draw our attention to the fact
that the germ of this future dissimilarity lay ddwsgdow the surface ...
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R. Soloveichik, Halakhic Man, p. 125

Species man or man of God, this is the alternativieh the Almighty placed before man. If
he proves worthy, then he becomes a man of Gollltimeasplendor of his individual
existence that cleaves to absolute infinity andglbeious “divine overflow.” If he proves
unworthy, then he ends up as one more random egamhithe biological species, a turbid
and blurred image of universal existence.
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