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Dr. Henry K Beecher, Harvard Medical School, New England Journal of Medicine, 1966

[While suppression of the data would result in a specific and localised loss of information,] this
loss, it seems, would be less important than the far reaching moral loss to medicine if the data
were to be published.

Dr. John Hayward, Biology Professor, Victoria University, Vancouver, Canada
I don't want to have to use the Nazi data, but there is no other and will be no other in an ethical
wotld. I've rationalized it a bit. But not to use it would be equally bad.

Abraham H. Foxman, National Director of the Anti-Defamation League.
I think it goes to legitimizing the evil done. I think the findings are tainted by the horror and

misery.

Dt. Thomas Mutrray, Director, Center for Biomedical Ethics, Case Western Reserve U.
[Because the Egyptians used slave labor] does that mean we should never gaze at the pyramids?
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R. Bleich, Contemporary Halakhic Problems, Vol. VI, p.224

Similarly, while lives may not be sacrificed in order to achieve a cure or to preserve a life,
that principle does not serve to bar investigation of the manner in which the homicide
was commited or to forbid an anatomical examination of the organs of the victim in

order to discover potentially life-saving information.
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R. Bleich, p. 226-7: ... it is not the Rambam’s general practice to incorporate rationale ...

hence the rationale [here] forms an integral part of the ruling. Rambam ... may well have been of
the opinion that these artifacts are not at all asur be-hana’ab. ..

However, even if it is granted that an zssur hana'ab is attendant upon the implements of execution ...
such a provision of Halakhah is not at all germane with regard to the question under
consideration... [For,] while it may be forbidden to utilize such objects for purposes of deriving
information, nevertheless, if the information is obtained in violation of this prohibition, the
information does not itself become asur be-hana’ah; [and] may be utilized for any beneficial purpose.
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R. Bleich, p. 231: Nevertheless, the controversy concerning a prohibition attendant upon visual
examination of a cadaver is not germane to the issue of utilization of scientific data yielded by
immoral experimentation. ... Although [the issue of whether a medical student can examine a
corpse]| is a matter of controversy, no rabbinic authority has ruled that such knowledge, once
acquired, cannot be utilized for a beneficial purpose.
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R. Bleich, p. 233
Any and all measures must be utilized for purposes of preserving life unless there exists clear
evidence predicated upon Talmudic soutces indicating some measure must be abjured.
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R. Bleich, p. 234-5

Use of data derived from unethical experimentation, it is argued, involves prospective
complicity in sending the wrong message to future scientists. Paradoxically, it is precisely
because the Nazi experimentation... was so bestial that the citation of data yielded by
those studies will not serve as an impetus for the repetition of those horrendous practices.
Nor is the refusal to cite those results likely to serve as a deterrent to a diabolically
inclined madman.

Citing Nazi ‘Research’: To Do So Without Condemnation Is Not Defensible, The
Scientist, Jan. 1989

What is certainly morally unacceptable is to cite Nazi data without any comment or
qualification. To do so hides these evil acts in the cloak of legitimate scientific inquiry, as
the Nazis tried to do.
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R. Bleich, p. 233

This does not mean that one cannot empathize with those who decry the use of data
derived from Nazi experimentation. Such reactions are intuitive and emotional...
Nevertheless, the postulates of Halakhah are by no means always identical with intuitive

reactions.

... It may well be true that, in terms of human sensibilities, the atrocities of the Nazis
should be so abhorrent that, left to our own inclinations, we should not consider using
such data for even the most exemplary purposes. Nevertheless, Halakhah teaches that,
difficult though it may be, when confronted with a matter of pikwuach nefesh, those
inclinations must be set transcended because “my Father in Heaven has so decreed.”
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