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R. Soloveitchik, Man of Faith, Vol. I1, p.139

This, therefore, is what Rabbi Akiva said: “Befeveom do you cleanse yourself, and
who cleanses you?” ... Why the two clauses dealiiig taharah? The answer is

now clear; he is referring to two typestalharah. “Before whom are you purifying
yourself?” refers to th#likveh Yisrael type ofteshuvah, where the penitent can take
off his dirty garments himself. That is the wayteshuvah all year... Man is the
Metaher, but God is the mehaper. But on Yom Kip@od says, “Lets both of us be
involved in taharah. You do a little and I'll dditile.” God works with man. And

only then iskaparah achieved.
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