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Mishka Ben David, spy fiction “Last Stop Algiers” (p. 298)

I too have met nice Germans... Every such positive meeting with a German creates a new neural
connection in my brain; but it is a lone connection, one that stands against thousands of stubborn
connections that have been fixed over time and lead to those negative feelings, memories, sights, thoughts
and understandings. From my point of view, a good German can — at most — create a cognitive dissonance
with these impressions. The elasticity of the brain allows for new connections with new meanings at every
new meeting. However, there will need to be thousands of such meetings to change within me the general
impression that the term “German” arouses.

Bertram: Can’t we move on?

German novelist Martin Walser: the Holocaust Memorial is the “monumentalization” and “ceaseless
presentation of our shame.”
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R. Soloveitchik, Fate and Destiny
(p-94) 1 once heard from my father and master [R. Moshe Soloveitchik] of blessed memory, namely, that
any nation that conspires to destroy Kennesset Israel becomes, according to Halacha, Amalek. ...
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(p.65) In the 1930’s and 1940’s the Nazis, with Hitler at their head, filled this role. Today ... the

mobs of Nasser and the mufti ...
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MN: The “ideological Amalek” that ceased to be a threat can be considered “blotted out”, however, there
is STILL a mitzvah to remember. This explains the apparent ambiguity in the text that calls for blotting out
his memory on the one hand yet never forgetting on the other hand. We are to blot out his memory, to
destroy him when he is a physical threat. But once he has relinquished his malevolence, we need not seek
his destruction, but neither are we free to ever forget his evil past.
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George Santayana (1863-1952)
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”

Holocaust Memory As A Fig Leaf For Modern Hate —

Shimon Samuels, Director for International Relations of the Simon Wiesenthal Center

Twenty years ago, the Museum of Deportation and Resistance was opened in Lyons, France. At that time,
Germany was rife with racist attacks. Suzanne Lagrange spoke in Lyons of her deportation together with
her father from Paris to Auschwitz, where they were separated on arrival. She recounted how she waved to
her father through barbed wire, and a German guard who told her she could embrace her father then shot
him in the neck. A young German student stood up to apologize. Lagrange told him to sit down. “There is
no intergenerational guilt.”” she said. When he sat down, she then rebuked him, saying, “Now apologize!
Not for the crimes of your parents, but for the attacks on migrant hostels and the desecration of Jewish
cemeteries in Germany today.... There is no intergenerational guilt, but you bear the burden of
intergenerational shame and responsibility to act today.” The audience was hushed.

... A new moral re-engagement for today’s victims demands that memory and pedagogy be recoupled and
applied to the fate of the children and grandchildren of the Jewish Holocaust and the Romani genocide.
Otherwise, as the United Nations marks International Holocaust Commemoration Day, memory can
ironically serve as a fig leaf for hate.

Chancellor Angela Merkel, Bloomberg News, Jan.26,13:

Germany has an “everlasting responsibility for the crimes of National Socialism, for the victims of World
War II and, above all, for the Holocaust,” Merkel said in a video message. “And this must be made clear
from generation to generation and it must be said with bravery and moral courage, every individual can
make a contribution so that racism and antisemitism have no chance.”

German novelist Martin Walser, German Book Trade Peace Prize acceptance speech (1998)

Everybody knows our historical burden, the never ending shame, not a day on which the shame is not
presented to us. [...] But when every day in the media this past is presented to me, I notice that something
inside me is opposing this permanent show of our shame. Instead of being grateful for the continuous
show of our shame I start looking away. I would like to understand why in this decade the past is shown

like never before. When I notice that something within me is opposing it, I try to hear the motives of this
reproach of our shame, and I am almost glad when I think I can discover that more often not the
remembrance, the not-allowed-to-forget, is the motive but the exploitation of our shame for current goals.

Always for the right purpose, for sure. But yet the exploitation. [...] Auschwitz is not suitable for becoming
a routine-of-threat, an always available intimidation or a moral club or also just an obligation. What is
produced by ritualisation has the quality of a lip service [...]. The debate about the Holocaust Memorial in
Berlin will show, in posterity, what people do who feel responsible for the conscience of others. Turning

the centre of the capital into concrete with a nightmare, the size of a football pitch. Turning shame into

monument.

MN: Only by ever remembering the past, by fulfilling the command to “not forget”, is there hope for Jews
and Germans to move on. Jews will always feel a deep and an inconsolable pain at the holocaust; by seeing
Germans share in this pain through memorializing their shame and perpetuating their conscience to future
generations, perhaps we can move on.
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