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On Negotiating For the Release of Hostages
M. Navon
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II. How Much to Pay
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From R. Bliech, Contemporary Halakhic Problems I, p.18-

Mishna Gittin 45a — no ransom greater than their value (i.e., if sold as slave). Higher

values were thought to then spur more abductions.

Tosafot Gittin 58b — no payment limitation if person’s life in danger.

Tosafot Gittin 54a — (a) no payment limitation if person is a renowned scholar.
(b) no payment limitation after hurban since enemies of the Jews
get no more encouragement from receiving higher ransom than if
they received a lower ransom (i.e., they kidnap Jews just to
victimize).

Rambam & Shul”A don’t quote Tosafot and so apparently don’t hold like them.

Pitchei Tshuva YD 252:4 cite many opinions on both sides.

From Torah Mitzion

Eruvin 52a - There is no limit on redeeming oneself — learned from the requirement to
pay 10x value to redeem wife. — This paralleled to taking an insurance policy that will pay
any amount in the event one needs to be redeemed — joining the Army is like having
such a policy where they insure they will protect you. Tzahal has unwritten rule that
motivates every soldier to give his all, and that is that the army will not abandon you.
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III. Payvment Concerns

From R. Bliech, Contemporary Halakhic Problems I, p.18-

Two factors on hostage bargaining
1) dangerous precedent — terrorists will be spurred in the future to use hostages to
get demands met.
2) Release of terrorists means their return to possible further terror acts.

JPOST, June 29, 2006

Former US envoy to the Middle East Dennis Ross said on Thursday that Israel mustn't
negotiate for the release of Cpl. Gilad Shalit, who was kidnapped on Sunday and whose
release was the main objective behind the recent IDF incursion into the Gaza Strip.
He asserted that negotiations would only bring about more kidnappings.
JPOST, July 3, 2006

"Everyone knows that capitulating to terrorism today means inviting the next act of
terrorism," he told the cabinet Sunday. "We will not do this."

And he has received backing for this position by Chief of General Staff Lt.-Gen. Dan
Halutz, by the head of Military Intelligence Maj.-Gen. Amos Yadlin and by the head of
the Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency) Yuval Diskin.

JPOST, July 1, 2006

Hamas spokesman Mushir al-Masti said on Saturday that his movement wanted a
prisoner swap similar to the one that was reached in January 2004, when Israel released
senior Hizbullah members and 400 Palestinian prisoners in exchange for kidnapped
Elhanan Tannenbaum and the bodies of three Israeli soldiers.

"There will be no solution for this case without the release of Palestinian prisoners," he
said. "We want a prisoner exchange like Hizbullah, which swapped the bodies of
three Israeli soldiers for hundreds of Arab prisoners held in Israel."

From R. Bliech, Contemporary Halakhic Problems II, p.222-6

If you release terrorists the MAY go out and kill (again).
Hagahot Maymoniot — One must place himself at risk (i.e., DOUBTFUL status) in order

to prevent CERTAIN death of his fellow.

R. Yosef parallels to releasing terrorists in exchange for hostages; the terrorists are only
possible risk (i.e., DOUBTFUL) whereas the hostages will CERTAINLY be killed.
Furthermore, here a third party (govt/army) is going release tetrorists (ie., they are not
like involved individual who believes risk to great and may balk based on this concern);
thus that case is “safek” (terrorists will kill again) v. “Vadai” (hostage will be killed now),
and so we poskin “vadai”.

R. Bliech rejects this application to Israel because the army/govt is NOT a third party
but is in fact a direct party, being that they too may be at the brunt of a released
terrorist’s act. Thus they may reject release of terrorists in that the risk involved is too
high. [I would argue also, that the risk is NOT ONLY what the released terrorists might
do, but what all the other potential terrorists might do, now having seen that they will
evade punishment even if caught!! (i.e., by being let out). — this point is made, essentially
by R. Gershuni <see next source>|

From R. Bliech, Contemporary Halakhic Problems I, p.18-

Maintaining I.aw and Order
Judges 19:25-29 — tribe of Benjamin went to battle against rest of Israel to preserve law

and order. Some of tribe of Benjamin raped to death a concubine “pilagesh ba’givah”.
The Tribe of Benjamin then went to war in order to stop the other tribes from
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summarily executing the perpetrators. R. Yaakov Emden explains that each tribe was
responsible to judge its members, and so the tribe defended its right in the face of
anarchy.

Based on this R. Gershuni argues one is obligated to risk one’s life (like going to war) to
preserve law and order — he argues that releasing terrorists undermines law and order and
it is justified to not release terrorists in spite of the fact that this endangers innocent
people (ie., hostages).

IV. Force
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As said, Tzahal has unwritten rule that motivates every soldier to give his all, and that is
that the army will not abandon you. Very important, but doesn’t contradict that we don’t
negotiate — just means that we must use military action to retrieve and furthermore that
we must use massive punitive action (nekama) as further deterrent.

(How much Risk:

Risk to oneself must be significant to mitigate the obligation of saving one’s fellow.

R. Unterman, “A person is obligated to place himself at risk in order to save the life of
his fellow if assumption of such risk would not deter a prudent individual from acting in
order to save his own precious material possessions).

Exposing oneself to danger to save another
BY, Hoshen Mish. 426

Military action in rescuing hostages
Gemara Eruvin 452 — an invading army seeking to seize a border town may be fought

even on Shabbat. This because such conquest would facilitate further enemy activity and
loss of life.

Rambam Hil. Shabbat 2:33 — ALL Jews are obligated to aid in the fight if so capable.

R. Yosef applies this to Entebee where one “successful” hijacking would spur terrorists
to further activity and loss of life. Thus military action may be taken against the enemy
EVEN on Shabbat.
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