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R. B. Cialdini', “Influence — The Psychology of Persuasion”, p.217

“...in what might be the closest biblical representabf the Milgram experiment — the
respectful account of Abraham’s willingness to gjara dagger through the heart of his
young son, because God, without any explanatiatered it.”

June 1961, Yale University, 40 people study
e 65% inflicted the 450V maximum danger level
e Only 1 person stopped before 300V.

S. Milgram, "The Perils of Obedience” (1974)

Stark authority was pitted against the subjectrtigipants]
strongest moral imperatives against hurting othaard, with the
subjects’ [participants’] ears ringing with theesens of the
victims, authority won more often than not. Therente
willingness of adults to go to almost any lengthgtee command
of an authority constitutes the chief finding o #tudyand the
fact most urgently demanding explanation.
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A. Haslam & S. Reicher, “Questioning the banality evil” (2007)

"... there is no relationship between the extenthictv people cede responsibility to
experimenters and the extent to which they obemthieis not true that people obey because
they have put themselves in the hands of an awytayure.”

H Mis,

This is a good question, and | think the facts of the matter here are
indeed quite hard to establish. Qur sense, though, is that it was
really identification with the experinenter (and the science he
represented) that was a basis for obedience, rather than the

relinqui shing of agency. There is a difference, then, between the idea
that partici pants accepted the experimenters' authority (which is what
you say, and with which we agree) and the idea that they ceded
responsibility to him (which is what MIgram says). | hope this make
sense.

Regar ds
Al ex

“People do great wrong, not because they are umagfavhat they are doing but because
they consider it to be right.”
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