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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, p. 47

Holiness is created by man, by flesh and blood. Through the power of our mouths,
through verbal sanctification alone, we can create holy offerings for the Temple treasury
and holy offerings for the altar. The land of Israel became holy through conquest,
Jerusalem, and the Temple courts — through bringing two loaves of thanksgiving
(Jerusalem) or the remainder of the meal offering (Temple court) and song, etc. It is man
who sanctifies space and makes a sanctuary for his Creator.
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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Divrei Hashkafa, p. 117

Holiness is not a supernatural designation that descends from heaven to earth, becoming
attached to a certain object. Things do not become sanctified of their own accord. Would
things receive automatic sanctification, Judaism would turn into a magical cult, God
forbid. Holiness is a human creation. It is through human innovation that holiness
becomes applied to the external world. Holiness gives expression to a spiritual stance of

man in set places and times; it focuses exclusively upon his psychic [=spiritual] reaction

to special cognitions.
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A.]. Heschel, Wisdom of Heschel, p.199
The pious man is ever alert to see behind the appearance of things a trace of the divine...
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