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R. Soloveitchik (Man Of Faith in the Modern World, p102)

We propose that the singular hukah here is notlsnegréhe performance of the ritual
but rather in the mind-defying mystery of deatlelitswvhose defiling effects the
watery ashes seek to counter.
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R. Hirsh (Num. 9:13)

Every dead human body makes him, the living maalige that he is subject to death,
hence coming into contact with death, ..., not pfghis [one] dead person, [reminds
him] of the fate to which all mankind must submit.
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