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R. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, p.110-117
Repentance, ..., is an act of creation — self-creatio
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homo religiosus ... views repentance from the perspective of atom¢hamly as a guard
against punishment, as an empty regret which doesreate anything, ... He mourns for
yesterdays that are irretrievably past ...

Halakhic man does not indulge in weeping and despaHe does not regret an irretrievably
lost past but a past still in existence, one ttratches into and interpenetrates with the
present and the future. ... Halakhic man is concewitidthe image of the past that is alive
and active in the center of his present tempestandslamorous life and pulsating,
throbbing future that has already been “created”.

e Law of Causality (physical realm): (active caugse) (passive effect) b
o Law of Causality (eternal realmajiditionally: (passive cause)<a (active effect) b

“The cause is located in the past, but the diraabiits development is determined by the future.”
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The past by itself is indeterminate, a closed bdbks only the present and the future that can
pry it open and read its meaning. There are mifgreint paths, according to this
perspective, along which the cause can travas the future that determines its direction and
points the way.
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