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R. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, p.128-9

The most exalted creation of all is the personality of the prophet. Each man is obligated to
give new life to his own being by modeling his personality upon the image of the prophet;
he must carry through his own self-creation until he actualizes the idea of prophecy ...
each person is obliged to aspire to this rank, that every man should make a supreme effort
to scale the mountain of the Lord, until he reaches the pinnacle of the revelation of the

Divine Presence. ... Prophecy is man’s ultimate goal, the end point of all his desires.
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R. Eisen, “You Will Be Like God”, Jewish Thought, p.54

Fire is the symbol of human creativity, the paradigm of human initiative, and the hallmark of
man’s power and his mastery over natute; it becomes his possession only once “man has becomse
like one Us, knowing good and evil” — by virtue of having eaten the fruit of the tree of “&nowing good
and evil” and having acquired the yefzer hara. Fire represents not mere passion but the
impassioned creative power of man — “a reflection of the heavenly model 71797 YW 817 Pyn.”
Above all, #his is the yetzer bara.
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R. Soloveitchik, The Lonely Man Of Faith, Tradition
Man's likeness to God expresses itself in man's striving and ability to become a creator.

R. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man, p.130

To be sure, the outpouring of the spirit, the divine overflow, is dependent upon heavenly grace;
nevertheless, the preparation for prophecy and the task of self-creation have been entrusted to man.
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Michelangelo - The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling
short; but in setting our aim too low, and achieving our mark.

Khalil Gibran - The significance of a man is not in what he attains but in what he longs to attain.

Halakhic Man, p.132 - Creation finds its expression in man’s fulfilling all of his tasks, causing all
of the potentiality implanted in him to emerge into actuality, utilizing all of his manifold
possibilities, and fully bringing to fruition his own noble personality.

R. Eisen, “You Will Be Like God”, Jewish Thought, p.54 - For those who listen attentively
enough, the divine echo resonates with the lion’s muffled roar, welling up from the “leaden
caldron” in the midst of us all. It is the echo of creativity, the echo of Godliness, reiterating the
serpent’s promise that — through the yetzer hara — “you will be like God.”
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