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R. Soloveitchik, “Man is Vulnerable” (Reflections V.1, p.45)

God forgives man’s sinfulness precisely becausadkaowledges human
vulnerability to changing fortunes, pressing ciratamces, and the intrusion of the
unexpected.... The mitigation of His judgment is tw&od’s recognition that man is
subject to pressures and temptations, and is gylasily persuaded.... One
individual may be saintly because he was rearewite surroundings; another
succumbs to evil because his home background latieedl instruction and
inspiration.
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Mark Twain, The Complete Works of Mark Twain, p.286

If the statistics are right, the Jews constitutedne percent of the human race. It
suggests a nebulous dim puff of stardust lostenbiaze of the Milky Way. Properly
the Jew ought hardly to be heard of; but he ischegrhas always been heard of. He
is as prominent on the planet as any other peaplélis contributions to the world's
list of great names in literature, science, artsiminance, medicine, and abstruse
learning are also away out of proportion to the kmeas of his numbers. He has made
a marvelous fight in this world, in all the agesdde has done it with his hands tied
behind him. . . The Egyptian, the Babylonian, dmlRersian rose, filled the planet
with sound and splendor, then faded to dreamshdfpassed away, the Greek and
the Roman followed, and made a vast noise, andategone; other peoples have
sprung up and held their torch for a time, butitried out, and they sit in twilight
now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, Ibeat @ll, and is now what he
always was, exhibiting no decadence, no infirmiti€age, no weakening of his parts,
no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his akmt] aggressive mind. All things are
mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, buteains. What is theecretof his

immortality?
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