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R. Michael Hattin, The Mishkan and the Shabbat

By stating that 'you shall not do any 'melacha'ibdicating - from the context of Creation on three
hand and Bezalel and the Mishkan on the othercthxahat 'melacha’ entails, the text of the Torah
need not state any more. It becomes abundantly tdeanyone who critically and carefully studibe t
text, as our Sages most eminently did, that 'melduds little or nothing to do with physical exent;
and everything to do with human creativity thatmdsmand reshapes physical matter
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R. Yosef Yitzhak Lifshitz, Secret of the Sabbath

There is, however, an important difference betwtbenway this idea is applied in the divine andhia t
earthly spheres. The original Sabbath was a single;luding event in the story of Creation. Onds it
fixed in the temporal plane, however, it becomets pia rhythm of human life. The recurring week
replicates not only the divine rest which endeda@iom, but also, as each new week emerges outof th
stillness of the Sabbath, the emergence of Creétion the void on the first day. The result is dt@an

of human creativity which imitates the entire presef Creation, a rhythm containing spiritual and
esthetic wholeness. In order to imitate God, mastraocept upon himself this rhythm, with his senses
his emotions and his thought. In this manner heodisrs that inaction complements action, and that
just as the Sabbath gives a sense of completitiretaveek that preceded it, it also bestows a kfnd o
genetic beauty on that which follows.
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