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J. Sterman, Themes in the Deborah Narrative: The "wisest of her ladies" answer Sisera's mother, and
she too replies 1o berself (5:29). There is no need for worry, they all agree, her son must be late in returning
because he is plundering, dividing up the spoils, and raping the women. Of course, this could not be
farther from the truth, but Sisera's mother, not unlike Sisera himself at the tent of Jael, is lulled into a false
sense of security by the calming voices of the women. When confronted with the possibility of bad news
about her child, this mother sits back and allows herself to be mollified by untrue and crass words.
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R. Soloveitchik, Before Hashem You Will Be Purified, p.9-10.

The required response to the shofar, which the Rambam refers to as awakening from sleep, is the
abrupt, tragic realization that the false assumptions upon which we build our lives have come
crashing before our eyes... Why does the story of a pagan mother awaiting her barbaric son
form the halakhic basis for the required number of shofar sounds that are blown on Rosh
Hashanah? Because upon hearing the piercing tones of the shofar, we must experience a similar
emotion; as we awaken from spiritual complacency, we must witness our illusions being
relentlessly [100 times| shattered.
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R. Mendel Hirsch (son of RSRH), Haftoroth, Beshalach, p.148

The history of Israel during the time of the Judges is the history of a constant change from
faithfulness to defection and from defection to faithfulness. It shows us how Israel when left
undisturbed in enjoyment of its possession of its country and its independence, always forgot,
again and again, the particularity, the specialty of its mission and of its destiny, its fate; forgot it
was solely God Whom it had to thank for its freedom and its possession of the land, and had
received both only to make His Law, His Torah, a reality.
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R. Mendel Hirsch:

Israel, completely [forgot] its mission... Thereupon God ordained that they should undergo dire
suffering... But in this extremity Israel turned its heart again to God (v.3)... We see this change
in the hearts of the people, brought about by the awakening and purifying force of suffering. ..
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