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“Pearls Before Breakfast”, Washington Post, April 8, 2007
"I had a time crunch," recalls Sheron Parker, an IT director for a federal agency. "I had an 8:30

training class, and first I had to rush Evvie off to his teacher, then rush back to work, then to the
training facility in the basement."

Evvie is her son, Evan. Evan is 3.

You can see Evan clearly on the video. He's the cute black kid in the parka who keeps twisting around
to look at Joshua Bell, as he is being propelled toward the door.

"There was a musician," Parker says, "and my son was intrigued. He wanted to pull over and listen,
but I was rushed for time." So Parker does what she has to do. She deftly moves her body between
Evan's and Bell's, cutting off her son's line of sight. As they exit the arcade, Evan can still be seen
craning to look. When Parker is told what she walked out on, she laughs.

"Evan is very smart!"

The poet Billy Collins once laughingly observed that all babies are born with a knowledge of poetry,
because the lub-dub of the mother's heart is in iambic meter. Then, Collins said, life slowly starts to
choke the poetry out of us. It may be true with music, too.

There was no ethnic or demographic pattern to distinguish the people who stayed to watch Bell, or the
ones who gave money, from that vast majority who hurried on past, unheeding. Whites, blacks and
Asians, young and old, men and women, were represented in all three groups. But the behavior of one
demographic remained absolutely consistent. Every single time a child walked past, he or she tried to
stop and watch. And every single time, a parent scooted the kid away.
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“Pearls Before Breakfast”, Washington Post, April 8, 2007

Mark Leithauser ..._senior curator at the National Gallery, he oversees the framing of the paintings.
Leithauser thinks he has some idea of what happened at that Metro station. "Let's say I took one of
our more abstract masterpieces, say an Ellsworth Kelly, and removed it from its frame, marched it
down the 52 steps that people walk up to get to the National Gallery, past the giant columns, and
brought it into a restaurant. It's a $5 million painting. And it's one of those restaurants where there
are pieces of original art for sale, by some industrious kids from the Corcoran School, and I hang that
Kelly on the wall with a price tag of $150. No one is going to notice it. An art curator might look up
and say: 'Hey, that looks a little like an Ellsworth Kelly. Please pass the salt."

Leithauser's point is that ... Context matters. Kant said the same thing.

A Sister’s Eulogy for Steve Jobs
But with that will, that work ethic, that strength, there was also sweet Steve’s capacity for
wonderment, the artist’s belief in the ideal, the still more beautiful later.
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