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Interviewer: “Do you appreciate people dissecting your movie? … does it annoy you a   

little, especially when the person may have it all wrong?”  
Wachowskis:  “There's not necessarily ever an "all wrong". Because it's about what a 

person gets out of the movie, what an individual gets out of the movie.” 
 
1111.... 1111    INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    
 
WAKE UP, NEO.   
 
 
Trinity: … I was looking for an answer. It's the question that drives us, Neo. It's 

the question that brought you here. You know the question just as I did. 
Neo:  What is the Matrix?What is the Matrix?What is the Matrix?What is the Matrix? 
Trinity: The answer is out there, Neo. It's looking for you. And it will find you, 

if you want it to. 
 

1111.... 2222    OLAM HASHEKEROLAM HASHEKEROLAM HASHEKEROLAM HASHEKER    
 
Morpheus: … Let me tell you why you're here. You're here because you know something. 

What you know you can't explain. But you feel it. You've felt it your 
entire life. That there's something wrong with the world. You don't know 
what it is but it's there, like a splinter in your mind driving you mad. It 
is this feeling that has brought you to me. Do you know what I'm talking 
about? 

Neo:  The Matrix? 
Morpheus: Do you want to know what IT IS? The Matrix is everywhere. It is all around 

us, even now in this very room. You can see it when you look out your 
window or when you turn on your television. You can feel it when you go to 
work, when you go to church, when you pay your taxes. It is the world that 
has been pulled over your eyes to blind you from the truth. 

 

 
Neo:  What truth? 
Morpheus: That you are a slave, Neo. Like everyone else you were born into bondage, 

born into a prison that you cannot smell or taste or touch. A prison for 
your mind.  

… 
Morpheus: … What is the Matrix? Control. The Matrix is a computer generated dream 

world built to keep us under control… 
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Morpheus: Have you ever had a dream, Neo, that you were so sure was real? What if you 

were unable to wake from that dream? How would you know the difference 
between the dream world and the real world? 

… 
Morpheus: What is real. How do you define real? If you’re talking about what you can 

feel, what you can smell, what you can taste and see, then real is simply 
electrical signals interpreted by your brain.  

 
1111.... 3333    ““““ ””””THE THE THE THE REAL WORLDREAL WORLDREAL WORLDREAL WORLD     
 
The Wachowskis: “Reflections in general are a significant theme in the film. The idea The idea The idea The idea 

of worlds witof worlds witof worlds witof worlds within worldshin worldshin worldshin worlds.” 

 
1. 3. 1 HIGHER CONSCIOUSNESS 

 
Morpheus: Welcome to the Desert of the Real. 
 

• Pill / Lamb 

• Birth / Red-Sea 

• Tank: “If the war was over tomorrow, Zion is where the party would be.”             
Isaiah: “…and they will come to Zion with song and everlasting joy…” (Isaiah 35:10) 

• Battles: Amalek / Machines 

• “Breakfast of champions. …  Everything the body needs.”  

The Rabble (Asafsuf) CypherCypherCypherCypher    

“…Our souls are dried away, there is 

nothing at all but this manna” (Bamidbar 

11:4-6). 

I'm tired of … eating the same G..-damn 
goop everyday. 

“Who will feed us meat” (Bamidbar 

11:4,13,18)? 

You know, I know this steak doesn't 
exist. I know that when I put it in my 
mouth, the Matrix is telling my brain 
that it is juicy and delicious. After 
nine years, you know what I realize? 
Ignorance is bliss. 

• “Why did we come out of Egypt?” (Bamidbar 11:20; 14:4). Cypher: “Why, oh why didn't I take 
the blue pill?”  

Datan and Aviram CypherCypherCypherCypher    

“Is it a small thing [Moshe] that you have 

brought us out of a land flowing with milk 

and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, and 

do you also make yourself a prince over us?  

Moreover you have not brought us to a land 

flowing with milk and honey, nor given us 

inheritance of fields and vineyards: will you 

also put out the eyes of these men?” 

(Bamidbar 16:13-14). 

Cypher: I'm tired, Trinity. I tired of 
this war. I'm tired of fighting. I'm 
tired of this ship, of being cold, eating 
the same God-damn goop everyday. But most 
of all, I'm tired of that jack… and all 
of his bull… . Surprise a…. . I bet you 
never saw this coming, did you? God, I 
wish I could be there, when they break 
ya. I wish I could walk in just when it 
happens. So right then, you'd know it was 
me. 
Trinity: You gave him Morpheus. 
Cypher: He lied to us, Trinity. He 
tricked us! If you'da told us the truth, 
we woulda told you to shove that red pill 
right up you’re a... 
Trinity: That's not true, Cypher, he set 
us free. 
Cypher: Free? You call this free? All I 
do is what he tells me to do. If I had to 
choose between that and the Matrix, I 
choose the Matrix. 

 
1. 3. 2 SPIRITUAL DIMENSION 

 

• Atzilut is the world of God’s influences, known as the Sefirot. 

• Beriyah is the world of the Throne and the Forces; 

• Yetzirah is the world of angels, or messengers; 

• Asiyah is the physical world together with its spiritual aspect; 
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Derech Hashem 3:2:4: 

The Highest Wisdom therefore decreed that the laws of nature [not be absolute, but] 

should be able to be suspended, even in this world.  This would remove the physical 

limitations that separate and divorce man from the spiritual and its concepts.  Man would thus 

be able to be released from his worldly bonds and rise to a state high above the physical.  In 

such a state, he would be able to have contact and association with the spiritual and commune 

with it, even though he still exists with his spiritually opaque body in the physical world. 

The limitations of nature, however, cannot all be suspended.  There are only certain 

particular limitations whose suspension the Highest Wisdom deemed advantageous for the 

overall aim of providence.  Even such suspension, however, follows specific conditions and 

procedures, all determined with the utmost precision. 

 

Derech Hashem 1:5:8: 

…  The purpose of the source of evil was to give rise to particular concepts, to the extent that 

the Highest Wisdom determined necessary so that both man and the world be in its desired 

state…  This source of evil includes many different Forces, from which all concepts of 

deficiency and evil originate.  It can affect both body and soul, in all their various categories…  

When the evil Forces gain power and authority, the Force of good is weakened, and those 

Forces which are the roots of all created things are damaged.  This in turn weakens both the 

Forces and their branches, [which are the physical things associated with them].  When these 

evil Forces are subjugated…then good becomes strengthened.  The roots of all created things 

are then rectified and are set in a good state so that both they and their branches are 

strengthened.  Everything depends on the strengthening of these Forces. 

 
1111.... 4444    aaaaOLAM HOLAM HOLAM HOLAM H ASIYAHASIYAHASIYAHASIYAH    
 

Pirke Avot (4:22): “One moment of positive action in this world is greater than an eternity of action in 

the next world, and one moment of enjoyment in the next world is greater than all the pleasure 

attainable in this world.” 

 
Morpheus: … Neo, sooner or later you're going to realize, just as I did, there's a 

difference between knowing the path and walking the path. 

 

Derech Hashem 1:3:9  

“[J]ustice decreed that neither man nor the world could ever attain perfection while in their 

degenerate state.  Both man and the world were in their present form when they caused evil to 

increase, and therefore, both must go through a stage of destruction before perfection can be 

attained” 

  
1111.... 5555    SATANSATANSATANSATAN    
 
Agent Smith: Can you hear me, Morpheus? I'm going to be honest with you. I hate this 

place, this zoo, this prison, this reality, whatever you want to call it. I 
can't stand it any longer. It's the smell, if there is such a thing. I feel 
saturated by it. I can taste your stink. And every time I do I feel I have 
somehow been infected by it. It's repulsive, isn't it? I must get out of 
here. I must get free and in this mind is the key, my key. Once Zion is Once Zion is Once Zion is Once Zion is 
destroyed there is no need for me to be here, do you understand?destroyed there is no need for me to be here, do you understand?destroyed there is no need for me to be here, do you understand?destroyed there is no need for me to be here, do you understand? 

 

The Vilna Gaon (Kol HaTor, ch. 7) 

The war against Amalek is in every generation, and against … Amalek of the heart, that is the 

evil inclination, and the spirit of Amalek – the adversary of Israel…  This is Samael [Satan] and 

his hosts, whose main power is in the gates of Jerusalem when its lands are desolate…  The 

strength and rulership of Amalek’s spirit is in the gates of Jerusalem, as mentioned above, but 

only when there is destruction and desolation near the gates and in the unwalled areas of 

Jerusalem… This delays the connection between the Jerusalem of below with the Jerusalem of 

above… 

 

Derech Hashem 3:2:8:  

God decreed that the universe contain both good and evil, and therefore arranged that evil should 

be able to exist on every level where it possibly can.  Man’s task is to reject its influence and effects 
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in every possible manner and level, until the aspects of evil are completely obliterated from all 

creation. …   

The design thus was that there be created levels that are good for God’s creatures.  Their opposite 

was also created, and this is [the essence of] Evil.  It would therefore be possible for evil to exist, so 

that, through his efforts, man would be able to remove it from his own essence as well as from 

creation in general.  In doing so, he would permanently establish good, both in himself and in the 

universe as a whole, forever and ever. 

 
Morpheus: No. It's another training program designed to teach you one thing. If you If you If you If you 

are not one of us, you are one of them.are not one of us, you are one of them.are not one of us, you are one of them.are not one of us, you are one of them.    
Neo:  What are they? 
Morpheus: Sentient programs. They can move in and out of any software still hard wired 

to their system. That means that anyone we haven't unplugged is potentially anyone we haven't unplugged is potentially anyone we haven't unplugged is potentially anyone we haven't unplugged is potentially 
an agentan agentan agentan agent. Inside the Matrix, they are everyone and they are no one. We have We have We have We have 
survived by hiding from them, by running from them. But they aresurvived by hiding from them, by running from them. But they aresurvived by hiding from them, by running from them. But they aresurvived by hiding from them, by running from them. But they are the  the  the  the 
gatekeepers. They are guarding all the doors. gatekeepers. They are guarding all the doors. gatekeepers. They are guarding all the doors. gatekeepers. They are guarding all the doors. They are holding all the 
keys, which means that sooner or later, someone is going to have to fight 
them. 

Neo:  Someone? 
Morpheus: I won't lie to you, Neo. Every single man or woman who has stood their 

ground, everyone who has fought an agent has died. But where they have 
failed, you will succeed.  

Neo:  Why? 
Morpheus: I've seen an agent punch through a concrete wall. Men have emptied entire 

clips at them and hit nothing but air. Yet their strength and theirtheir strength and theirtheir strength and theirtheir strength and their speed  speed  speed  speed 
are still based in a world that is built on rules. Because of that, they are still based in a world that is built on rules. Because of that, they are still based in a world that is built on rules. Because of that, they are still based in a world that is built on rules. Because of that, they 
will never be as strong or as fast as you can be.will never be as strong or as fast as you can be.will never be as strong or as fast as you can be.will never be as strong or as fast as you can be.    

Neo:  What are you trying to tell me, that I can dodge bullets? 
Morpheus: No Neo. I'm trying to tell you that when you're ready, you won't have to. 

 
1111.... 6666    YETZER HARAYETZER HARAYETZER HARAYETZER HARA    
 
Morpheus: The Matrix is a system, Neo. That system is our enemy. But when you're 

inside, you look around. What do you see? Businessmen, teachers, lawyers, 
carpenters. The very minds of the people we are trying to save. But until 
we do, these people are still a part of that system, and that makes them 
our enemy. You have to understand, most of these people are not ready to be 
unplugged. And many of them are so inert, so hopelessly dependent on the 
system that they will fight to protect it. Were you listening to me Neo, or Were you listening to me Neo, or Were you listening to me Neo, or Were you listening to me Neo, or 
were you looking at the woman in the red dress?were you looking at the woman in the red dress?were you looking at the woman in the red dress?were you looking at the woman in the red dress? 

Neo:  I was... 

 

 “Don’t go astray after your heart and after your eyes” (Num. 15). 

 

“When the yetzer hara overcomes a person it is by nothing other than sexuality” (Zohar Vay. 15b).  

 

Derech Hashem 1:4:7: 

Man’s use of the world for his own needs, should also be circumscribed by the limits imposed by 

God’s will and not include anything forbidden by God. It should be motivated by the need to best 

maintain his health and preserve his life, and not merely to satisfy his physical urges and 

superfluous desires.”   
 
Cypher:  Well you have to. The image translators work for the construct program. But 

there's way too much information to decode the Matrix. You get used to it. 
I...I don't even see the code. All I see is blonde, brunette, red-head. 
Hey, you a... want a drink? 

Neo:  Sure. 
Cypher:  You know, um, I know what you're thinking, because right now I'm thinking 

the same thing. Actually, I've been thinking it ever since I got here. Why, 
oh why didn't I take the “blue” pill?... Good s…, huh. Dozer makes it. It's 
good for two things, degreasing engines and killing brain cells. So, can I 
ask you something? Did he tell you why he did it, why you're here? Jesus. 
What a mind job. So you're here to save the world. What do you say to 
something like that? A little piece of advice. You see an agent, you do 
what we do. Run. You run you’re a.. off. 

Neo:  Thanks for the drink. 
Cypher:  Sweet dreams. 
 
(Restaurant) 
Agent Smith: Do we have a deal, Mr. Reagan. 
Cypher:  You know, I know this steak doesn't exist. I know that when I put it in my 

mouth, the Matrix is telling my brain that it is juicy and delicious. After 
nine years, you know what I realize? Ignorance is bliss. 

Agent Smith: Then we have a deal? 
Cypher:  I don't want to remember nothing. Nothing. You understand? And I want to be 

rich. You know, someone important, like an actor. 
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Midrash (Ber. R. 34:10), “The wicked are controlled by their heart [i.e., passions]… But the righteous 

have their heart under their control….”  

Yoma 38b: “When one comes to defile himself, the door is opened for him.” 

 

Derech Hashem 2:8:2: 

The opposite of the optimum world exists when man becomes overwhelmed by the pursuit of 

his physical desires, rejecting wisdom and furthering himself from it.  [In such a world,] little if 

any attention is given to true devotion.  Truth is ignored, wickedness is reinforced and 

prevails, and deception and error increase.  It is a world of false values, where good qualities 

are eclipsed and evil ones prevail. 

 

Derech Hashem 1:4:5-6: 

[5] … The purpose of each commandment is either to allow man to earn and incorporate in 

himself a particular level of true excellence, or to remove an area of deficiency and darkness.  

This is accomplished through doing what the commandments require and avoiding what they 

forbid… 

[6] Now the root purpose of the entire matter of religious service and worship is to have man 

constantly aware of his Creator.  He is to realize that he was created for the sole purpose of being 

drawn close to his Creator, and hence he was put into this world only to overcome his yetzer 

hara [evil urge] and subjugate himself to his creator through the power of the intellect.  He must 

oppose his physical desire and tendencies, and direct all his activities toward attaining this goal, 

not deviating from it. 

 

Mishna (Avot 5:1): “Who is strong?  He who overcomes his passions (yetzer hara).” 

 
1111.... 7777    ,,,,LAWS OF NATURE ARE RULESLAWS OF NATURE ARE RULESLAWS OF NATURE ARE RULESLAWS OF NATURE ARE RULES     FABRICATIONS OF THEFABRICATIONS OF THEFABRICATIONS OF THEFABRICATIONS OF THE CREATORCREATORCREATORCREATOR    
 
Morpheus: This is a sparring program, similar to the programmed reality of the Matrix. 

It has the same basic rules, rules like gravity. What you must learn is 
that these rules are no different than the rules of a computer system. Some 
of them can be bent. Others can be broken. Understand? Then hit me if you 
can....  

 
Morpheus: How did I beat you? 
Neo:  You're...you're too fast. 
Morpheus: Do you believe that my being stronger or faster has anything to do with my 

muscles in this place? You think that's air you're breathing 
now?...Hmm...Again.  

 

• Yaakov  

• Moshe  

• Aharon  

• Shimshon  

• Elisha  

• Hashmonaim. 

• Hannanya, Mishael, and Azaria  

• Daniel  

 
1111.... 8888    NEO NEO NEO NEO ––––  THE MASHIACH THE MASHIACH THE MASHIACH THE MASHIACH    
 
 

“[The Messiah] will prepare the whole world to serve the Lord” (Maimonidies, Laws of Kings, 11:4).   
 
Neo:  I didn't come here to tell you how this is going to end. I came here to 

tell you how it's going to begin. I'm going to hang up this phone and then 
I'm going to show these people what you don't want them to see. 

 

The Zohar (Vayeshev 188b): “There were two women from whom were built the seed of Yehudah and 

from whom descended King David, King Solomon, and the King Mashiach… Tamar and Ruth…” 

 

On this the Ramchal (Megillat Setarim) explains: 

It is known to all who have been given understanding that the soul of David was clothed in the 

shell of Moav and that it was freed from Moav through Ruth.  Concerning this, too, Scripture 

states, “Who could withdraw purity from impurity” (Job 14:3).  These were the intentions of 

the inscrutable wisdom of the Creator in guiding His world to bring every act to its proper 

path.  Every act of God travels through byways, often in complex, crooked ones. 
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Derech Hashem 1:3:13: 

When the soul is recombined with the body after the resurrection, it will no longer be bound or 

restricted, and will enter the body with all its brilliance and strength.  The body will experience a 

great enlightenment…  The soul will immediately shine forth… 

 
1111.... 9999    TRINITY TRINITY TRINITY TRINITY ––––  THE SHECHINAH THE SHECHINAH THE SHECHINAH THE SHECHINAH    
 

The Zohar (Yitro 90a) describes a Jewish “triad” of three divine manifestations: God the father; Kenneset 

Yisrael – the community of Israel in its perfected spiritual form; and the Shechinah – the feminine 

indwelling presence of God.  

 
Neo: I thought you were a guy. 
Trinity: Most guys do. 

 
1111.... 10101010    VIOLENCEVIOLENCEVIOLENCEVIOLENCE    
 
Tank:  Okay. What do you need--besides a miracle? 
Neo:  Guns. Lots of guns. 

 

“If you see nations contending with one another, look for the foot of the Messiah” (Gen. R. 42:4).   

“War is the beginning of redemption” (Megilla 17b).   

 

Zohar (Shmot): “(7b) The Messiah will reveal himself… and declare war against the world…  (8b) And 

all the saints from above will arise and gird the Mashiach with weapons of war… (8b) angels shall give 

him a robe of royal red that he may execute vengeance…  (9b) the King Messiah will fight against all the 

world.” 
    
1111.... 11111111    WHERE IS GODWHERE IS GODWHERE IS GODWHERE IS GOD    
 
Cypher:  Don't hate me, Trinity. I'm just a messenger, and right now I'm going to 

prove it to you. If Morpheus was right, then there's no way I can pull this 
plug. I mean if Neo's the one, then there'd have to be some kind of a there'd have to be some kind of a there'd have to be some kind of a there'd have to be some kind of a 
miracle to stop memiracle to stop memiracle to stop memiracle to stop me. Right? I mean how can he be the one if he's dead? 

 
Tank: “Okay. What do you need--besides a miraclebesides a miraclebesides a miraclebesides a miracle?” 

 

Yoram Hazony (The Dawn, p.247) 

And herein lies the key to Esther.  The most remarkable aspect of the book is not God’s absence 

itself, but the fact that this absence does not induce defeat and despair.  Quite the contrary, in 

fact: Mordechai and Esther prove that even in the grim new universe of the dispersion, the 

most fearsome evils may yet be challenged and beaten – so long as man himself is willing to 

take initiative to beat them. 

 

Gemara (Megilla 15a) “it was at the moment of Esther’s decision to dress in royalty and go in to see the 

king in which she also cloaked herself in the spirit of God.”   

 
1111.... 12121212    ON FAITHON FAITHON FAITHON FAITH    
 
Oracle:  I know. Poor Morpheus. Without him we're lost. 
Neo:  What do you mean, without him? 
Oracle:  Are you sure you want to hear this? Morpheus believes in you, Neo. And no 

one, not you, not even me can convince him otherwise. He believes it so 
blindly that he's going to sacrifice his life to save yours. 
 

Baal Shem Tov, “Faith is all important.  Many people love and fear God, but still, they accomplish 

nothing on high because they lack absolute faith.” 

 
1111.... 13131313    ,,,, ,,,,ON DREAMERSON DREAMERSON DREAMERSON DREAMERS     MASHIACH BEN YOSEFMASHIACH BEN YOSEFMASHIACH BEN YOSEFMASHIACH BEN YOSEF     ANDANDANDAND NEBUCADEZZARNEBUCADEZZARNEBUCADEZZARNEBUCADEZZAR    
 
Wachowskis: “The Nebuchanezzer is indeed a biblical reference, from the book of 

Daniel” 
 
Morpheus: “We don’t know who struck first, us or them. But we know that it was us 

that scorched the sky.” 


