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R. Soloveitchik, The Emergence of Ethical Man, p3456

What was the nature of this “corruption™? Appahgrthe wordhishhit implies not only ethical
corruption, but natural as well. All creatures loa@rreached themselves. ... This going after
something which is beyond one’s jurisdiction ... aled hamas. ...

There is a very close kinship between man and eathiature, when confined within the God-intended
scheme of things, is perfect. The same appli@saio. ... But when he begins to sin, to grasp for
something not belonging to him, he divorces himBelin a natural existence ... and this spells doom
for man. Sin idhiamas ... hamas means deterioration in the sense of unnaturalihessaching beyond
one’s own possibilities and opportunities.
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R. Soloveitchik, The Lonely Man of Faith, p35

G-d summoned Adam the first to advance stealtBitiam the second to retreat. Adam the first He told
to exercise mastery and to ‘fill the earth and siydAdam the second, to serve. He was placedein th
Garden of Eden ‘to cultivate it and to keep it.’
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Dr. Stokar, “A Halachic Perspective of Environmenailsm and Ecology”

R. Rappoport explained that in Ya'avetz's view, rpuaatural object has two purposés] the purpose
for which Godcreated it [b] its purpose as viewed_by socigétye letter of the law requires that we use
a fruit tree (and any other useful object in theld)oin the “proper” wayas defined by society.
However, the pious warequires that we use it in the way that God crbdtee. to use a fruit tree for
fruit alone and for no other purpose.
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Dr. Stokar, “A Halachic Perspective of Environmenaism and Ecology”

A. It is forbidden to destroy a resource if the sagoal can be reached without its destruction, &ven
this requires additional expense or trouble.

B. It is forbidden to destroy a natural resourcthaiit a real, concrete justification, not simply fo
simple pleasure (gain).
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In Rav Rappoport’'s words: “If you want to save yamif trouble by transgressing Bal Tashchit, you
have no justification for this”. An extension ofgtprinciple is that we are required to recycleasmot
to transgress Bal Tashchitccording to Rav Rappoport, everyone has to regwehether it is
economically significant for you or not - i.e. eviégou are willing to forgo the deposit on a bettyou
must recycle it to avoid transgressing the prolubibf Bal Tashchit.
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Dr. Stokar, “A Halachic Perspective of Environmenaism and Ecology”

By stating that it is forbidden to even transplarntee for no reason, and by requiring an absglutel
certain economic justification for chopping dowtree, Chatam Sofer has revolutionized our
understanding. The prohibition of Bal Tashchitds based on the idea that it is forbidden for me to
waste resources; rather on the idea that evergbipj¢he world has a fundamental right to contitme
exist as it isGod created nature, and, in principle, He wisloestfto remain as it was created, without
being destroyed or moved, and it is this idea ithaties that destruction of natural resources is
prohibited without ample justification.

According to_ Rav Rappaport, the halachic distintcti@tween fruit-bearing trees and non fruit bearing
trees assumes that non fruit bearing trees havenwbion at all in the world. Therefore, anythiriat
indeed has use, even a tree that provides beautgt iconsidered sardnon fruit bearing) in respect to
this law.
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