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D. Jones,The Emerging Moral Psychology Prospect Magazine, Apr. 2008

... Philosopher-cum-cognitive scientist Joshua Gredrt¢arvard University and his colleagues have
used functional magnetic resonance imaging (MRHhép the brain as it churns over moral problems
... What is going on in the brain when people mukiothese different scenarios? Thinking through
cases like the Trolley Problefrinpi nn?>7) —what Greene calls an impersonal moral dilemma as i
involves no direct violence against another persomtreases activity in brain regions located in the
prefrontal cortex that are associated with delitiegaeasoning and cognitive control (so-called
executive functions This pattern of activity suggests that impersaonaral dilemmas such as the
Trolley Problem are treated as straightforwardretl problemshow to maximise the number of lives
saved. By contrast, brain imaging of the FootbriBgeblem(inw: wxrm non1pn na?°7)—a personal
dilemma that invokes up-close and personal violeredis a rather different story. Along with the
brain regions activated in the Trolley Problemaarknown to process negative emotional responses
also crank up their activityn these more difficult dilemmas, people take mlomger to make a
decision and theiprains show patterns of activity indicating increagd emotional and cognitive
conflict within the brain as the two appalling options weghed up.

... To further explore the causal role of emotiongémerating a normal pattern of moral judgements,
neuroscientist Antonio Damasio of the UniversitySofuthern Californiand colleagues have looked at
the effect on moral judgement of damage to a fatteobrain called the ventromedial prefrontal egrt
(VMPCQ), a region previously implicated in processing niegasocial emotions. Faced with the Trolley
Problem, these brain-damaged patients chose lilst pemple with intact brains, opting to flick the
switch to save five lives at the expense of onéjrbthe Footbridge Problem took a coldly rational,
utilitarian approach and said that it was mora#yrpissible to throw the fat man in front of thetra
(using the same “one for five” calculus).

... Marc Hauser ... Harvard ... Moral Sense Test... some principles that guide out moral
judgments arsimply not available, and certainly not the prddofc conscious reasoningrhese
principles it is proposed, are annate and universalpart of the human moral faultguiding us in
ways we are unaware of.

Pascal: “The heart has reasons that redmses not know”

Jones: “The moral faculty has principles tlegtson does not know”

... the take-home message is cleéatuitions that function below the radar of consciousnessrarst
often thewellsprings of our moral judgements
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Walter S. Wurzburger [1920-2002], “Foundations of &wish Ethics” Covenental Imperatives
...in matters not concretely spelled out in the Torad must rely on our own moral perceptions for
guidance as to how we can best obey the divinernatipe of doing “what is right and good”. To be
sure, these moral perceptions, in turn, shoul@écethe value system underlying the various pdeticu
norms of the Torah. Itis expected that as a ted@xposure to specific ethical norms, we gralgual
develop the capacity to intuit theonomous moraliresments that extend beyond the range of the
explicitly stated specific norms of the Torah. .héelfact that we acknowledge absolute principles in
no way dispenses with the need to fall back uptuition to determine the moral requirements for a
given situation.
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D. Jones, The Emerging Moral Psychology, Prospect ajazine, Apr. 2008
... the moral sense [is] the product of biologicaiylved and culturally sensitive brain systems that
together make up the human “moral faculty.”
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