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R. Riskin (http://www.ohrtorahstone.org.il/parsha/5768/devarim68.htm)

Rabbi Akiva’s belief and support for Bar Kochbanted out to be faith in a mission that ended
in failure. The subsequent Hadrianic persecutioakthe resulting Jewish exile wrought havoc
upon our nation, and it became clear to the ovelmihg majority of our Sages that Rabbi
Yohanan had been correct.

But now the situation has changed radically. Cmpigrary history, post-Holocaust, teaches us
that the nation of Israel cannot survive withodesvish State and a Jewish arrihe fact that

we do live in a global village in which one madmeaith (G-d forbid) nuclear power can
destroy the entire world teaches us that unlessithaability of the human being and the
universal acceptance of a G-d of peace becomesi@m af all humanity there will be no free
humanity left in the world, and certainly no Jewidation. For today’s world, Rabbi Akiva has
become vindicated; only a Holy Temple teaching Amdntal and absolute morality in our
City of Peace can secure the future of Israel hadree world in our global village

The Other Existential Threat - Daniel Gordis — Comnentary, Oct/2010

What must be understood is that the threat tollssamt that Iran will one dayse the bomb.
No, Iran merely needs fmssess the bomb to undermine the central purpose of lisrae
existence—and in so doing, to reverse the drambtage in the existential condition of the
Jews that 62 years of Jewish sovereignty has witolitle mere possession of a nuclear
weapon by Iran would instantly restore Jews tostatus quo ante before Jewish sovereignty,
to a condition in which their futures would depemanarily on the choices their enemies—
and not Jews themselves—make

... Even if Israel does possess a second-strike diypadnd even if the U.S. could be
counted on to punish a nuclear attack on the Jestégh, the existential condition of the Jews
would still have reverted to that experienced e-gtate Europe

This notion of Jews as the masters of their owtiesas defenders of their own lives, is the
deepest core of the Jewish stateghe minute that Iran possesses its long-sougheaucl
weapon, Zion becomes not a haven for the Jews potegtial deathtrap. Six million Jews
(an ironic number if there ever was one) will agaénin the crosshairs. And if that happens,
Israel will have lost its purpose.
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