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What is the difference between Man and Machine?

Two years ago, I spoke to you on this topic, opening with the question:

Who hasn’t heard of ChatGPT?

Today, of course, that question is ridiculous, as just about everyone on the planet has not
only heard, but has become addicted to ChatGPT. And now not a day goes by where we
do not hear about new areas where the machines are entering, assisting or even replacing
humans. And if machines can, and eventually will, do everything a human being can do,

not only physically but intellectually:

What is the difference between Man and Machine?
What is the advantage of Man over Machiner!
Are we simply “meat machines?” as Marvin Minsky, one of the founding fathers

of Al (and obviously a Jew), once put it.

To answer, we turn to a very interesting discussion in the Gemara regarding the Song at
the Sea (Shirat HaYam). The Gemara opens with a statement of fact that doesn’t seem to
arouse any suspicions that it is about to teach a significant hidush:

[NDY92N OY] N TNY P 97 0°n09 YYaa
L0070 10 OYY NYYWA IMININ IRIYM AWM [7PW IN7] NNV 9V : KXY DN DTN 27 DN

Seems pretty innocuous since the Torah says that straight:

. DNAD NPYN NN INIY? 2320 YN Y2 TN (N)IV P9 MY

But then the Gemara asks a strange question:
99K 00 DY YO

Here we learn that the Gemara expects that people will say both SHIRA and HALLEL on
deserving events — and thus it asks: who sang HALLEL at the crossing of the Sea? After

a long discussion the Gem says that Moshe and Israel ALSO said Hallel:
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The Gemara then goes on to tell of others in the Tanakh who also had a miracle performed

for them and they said SHIRA and HALLEL:

7139 NO” YINN DN .I¥ID 29910 1PDY ITHYY NYWA IMINAN IRIYN YYIN? N : 1IN DT’ 229

DN .NIDD DYYY THYY DYV IMINN P93 99937 : IDIN SYTIND ITYON 1317 .19 NDWN)

P91V 12 IYON 129 IYYR IYND IYNDY OND NIMINY NDWN YTIPN M M0 XD YINN
<. 2DINID DIPYY THYY NYWI INIIN NP F3FEA : IDIN

But now, with regards to Hizkiah, the Gemara (in a different place) makes a distinction:
N NY 18 97 1297030 NIDN D33 NInvN
WYTPN 295 PN DT NINX INDNI NN INIDY W IDPIN MWYY XN TN WITPN vl
IPYY KD - 790 MNIVN VY NN INIRY ORIV TON TIT 1)) 1ODIY DY 1129 : NI TN
IMPYN INYYN - TIAD N9 99K KDY 1DON DIOIN U 1D TOVYY PR ,NOwn

[Note: Assyrian king Sanheriv came to attack JM, all 185,000 soldiers died that night
outside the walls of JM.]

WHAT was so wrong with Hizkiyah that he was prevented from being Mashiach because
he didn't sing SHIRA??!I? The Gemara (in Pesachim we read before) agrees that he DID
say HALEL - so what is the deal with SHIRA?? And to the point that this will prevent the

ENITRE creation from being completed - i.e., wait for another Mashiach!'

R. Yehuda Zoldan (National Advisor to the Education Ministry of the Oral Torah) explains
that in fact there are 2 distinct expressions of praise — one is Hallel and one is SONG. All
the others did both but Hizkiyahu did only Hallel. So what is the DIFFERNECE between
Shira and Hallel? R. Zoldan explains:

79911 Y7 19 DD 29N
,ONVD N2WNA (NY NP DYNDY) 9N 127D .02V YNNI DY N7ap2 Y995 Nav Nt 90N
53 5y MV DI WY NNNYIA DIMIX NXRY DIV DO ININX INNN DONN NN DININ DN NND
PTNNND PIORNYID NN DD DY (MDD M INNY MMV ,NDI DY NURI HN) 7PI9) P9
DINN NN 11991 12T NYWIHN 12 YOIV DIVN DINNN 991N 1IN NITH .(NINN 219> NHNYY)
DN N D NYIPI DN NNONY /WN HYW 193N DINNND NNM NN NI 20 0> NYIP)
NN DIMINY DY 551 DIDTN DN 1927 ,NNIND INIY DYDY WYY NYINID DD DMNYNI

.5onn

! Hezkiah lived circa 700 BCE, so we are talking about over 2700 years of human suffering]
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So Hallel is a kind of formal thanks, mentioning God’s hand in human history. On the

other hand, RZ now will explain the uniqueness of the SHIR:
NN NIYIN DDIN, 12N NDD .NIPY ONONN MIVRNN NINNN DY N2 INTIN INT PYD
DY999N NYIPYI ,DXINNNN NINNN 0N NYIP DY NITON BN NPV .N7APY NIV )2 NNV
NIDYD TN 0NN PNNIN NN NITDN N2 .NOXM HRIY DY TTINND M TN NI0N yWINsa
DOPIN TN, 0NN DY71)9 DID INYIDI DNV NYN NINKD TN YD) PNNIN IY 19DV IDN NIPINNI
D)2 NYPY NPOIYY NPY 99D 191 7PN XD N17aAPN DY 1PON YNNI DY YYD N PINDn
NPYYI URND JWIAIN DNISN DD NN D901 N9 IRYIN 19330 NUN MDD DY YPRY
NMNN TNPNY NI NDITHN NDNNM DITIN DIN DY 19 D) NITDN NHINIAY JHN N2 NIVY
P32 NPOONY NHNIN DDV NTIND YWY THD MLYN AN NNOA NN DTV 1IN NNAVYNH
552 DR NINK MWD PV ON HDN D) DMININY NN ,NNNA (>, 0 INDND 7YI) NY N1
NN ARTINM ,NINN M3 NNNY DXININ NX IMN - OOV H5NN .(27Y XD NAY) »NINTIND)
NN YOI N0 1Y, NTHN NOI IO DTN ,N NN DXTINT DININ NNIN DXONN DY
SPYN NN - NONN DY

R.ZOLDAN says that difference between SONG and HALLEL is that
- Song is SPECIFIC to an event
- Hallel is GENERAL

The Gur Aryeh adds another key element:
- Song is the EMOTIONAL outpouring of HEART,
- Hallel is the INTELLECTUAL recognition and recitation of FORMAL thanks.

N PID9 IV P9 MNY NIN 9

D252 NYIY DIXPYTNN 292 NNNWYN W TYUNRD YD ,2Da NN NPV DY DYINY M9 9010 v ...
0a%3 NYIY DNV YPY IR NI TIDY .0XNNPYY PINYNI PN 2D 9353 PAD 0 PXY ,NPYUN
DXNION PAY XY ,0IN 11 NNNWYN D52 YINY 1N L[L).0 — XD AN MYIY NI NPY IND
,INNYA NV PN KD 1D DRV ,12T2 198Y NYI1910 NINY DTN B99YW 17> HY NPV IN DNINY
-, DYV MDY NI ,2D2 NOYTY NNNY D WTNNN NONNN - NNNWYA XY NPYN YN

Hallel is zntellectual. You understand that a miracle was done and you acknowledge it. And
then you move on with your life. Shira is ezotional. You fee/ the miracle that was done and
you give thanks from the bottom of your heart. But you don’t just move on with your life
because you realize that you must change your life!l! You must connect with the Master of

Miracles, the Creator of the World.
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And this is why Hezkiyahu was rejected as Mashiach. He couldn’t bring himself to that
EMOTIONAL level of SHIRA. But Why??? So the Midrash (Shir HaShirim R. 4:8)
explains that Hizkiyahu was a Tzaddik (obviously, as he was going to be Mashiach).
However, explains the Midrash, while Hizkiyahu was indeed learned in Torah, he said to
himself that his learning would cover — mechaper — for any deficiencies resulting from not

saying shira:

N:7 DY (NIFN) DA DIYN VY

2y D)2 NDY (2752 D91 1I12T) 22NIT DINID NIIN DY NVY IMI WPPIN D INN ... (3
1179322 112) 027 NN NN P28 T2N PPN [NN NNR] 7127 2) 297 (10102) ,IMPIN? YN
IR (2 TPYYW) PN N INYOI INPPINT NI 7PYYS RAN LAY IDIDN 12D N2 NON
SININD D22 INY HYHN 92D 70 NINN,INVY NINY 27 1000 7Y PNINN PIP?

SV DY NI991D NI PO OINY ANN INDIPTN IIN : NI 92 NIX VN

So basically Hizkiyahu said, “I'm and INTELLECTUAL, I learn Torah, I don’t sing
songs.” And here we see, that while Judaism places great weight on learning Torah and
on developing the INTELLECT (i.e., “Talmud Torah Keneged Kulam”), yet the very

coming of the Mashiach, the completion of creation, is dependent on the Heart.

This is the difference between SHIRA and HALLEL, and this is the difference between
man and machine. For all the great power — and indeed it is powerful — Al is just that
INTELLIGENCE. But, we are much more than that. We are not, as Minsky proposed,

“Meat Machines.” We have a heart, and it is that very heart that God wants.

~p3 R2°H K127 ~

So at the end of the day - the world is not redeemed, not because of Hizkiyahu, but because
we are no different. We must understand that there is Hallel and there is Shira. That there
is INTELLECT and there is the HEART. And it is the heart that God wants. Of course
we should say Hallel in acknowledgement of the amazing, historic, and divine affirmation
of the Jewish people’s importance in history. But we must also FEEL it. Deep down. It
is only then, when we give our HEARTS to God in SONG, that the world will be

redeemed.

Shenizke, BBY.
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