BS”D

Governing Israel — Vote Messiah
R. Mois Navon
Beit HaKenneset HaSefaradi BeRimon — Shabbat HaGadol (post elections) 5779

This week we voted and so I thought it appropriate to talk about government. But let’s
start with a simple question:

How did you spend your voting day? What was your schedule that day?

If you were like me, you got up late (it’s vacation remember), went to shul, came home
and had breakfast. I then discussed with my wife what we wanted to do on our nice
vacation day. And then, on the way to our day’s activity — oh yeah — we stopped in to
vote.

That wasn’t the typical schedule of events for people in 1949:

This is how Rabbi Moshe Alpert of Jerusalem's pre-State Old Yishuv described
the first Israeli elections to the Knesset in 1949.

"At 5:35 AM we woke up, my wife, my brother Reb Shimon Leib and my
brother-in-law Reb Natanel Solduchil. And after we drank coffee we put on
Shabbat clothing in honor of this great and holy day, because "This is the day the
Lotrd has made, we will rejoice and be happy on it .'After 2000 or more years of
exile, you could say that from the six days of Creation until this day, we have not
merited to see a day like this, that we are holding elections in a Jewish state.

Shehechiyanu! Blessed is the One that kept us alive and sustained us and brought
us to this day! So we went to the voting station near Chabashim Street with our
identity cards in hand. With great and mighty joy we walked the short way there,
and the entire way I walked like it was Simchat Torah and I was circling with a
Torah scroll, because I was holding the identity card of our new Jewish State in
my hand.

My happiness and joy knew no bounds! The assistant at the voting station
brought the ballot box, and the chairman called out to me and said "V'Hadarta
Pnei Zaken' — "And you shall honor the old man', And he told me that since I was
the oldest person present, I would be the first to vote. With a thrill of awe and
holiness, I handed my identity card over to the chairman, and he read out my
name from my card and from the book of voters.

And the deputy chairman wrote down my name and handed me the number 1.
Then he handed me an envelope and I went into the other room, where there
were ballots from all the parties. And with a shaking hand, moved with holiness, I
took one ballot marked "B," for the Religious Union party, and I placed the
ballot inside the envelope I had received from the deputy chairman.

I reentered the polling room, and I showed them that I held only one envelope.
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Then the holiest moment of my life arrived. The moment that neither my
father nor my grandfather had the privilege to experience in their lifetimes. Only
me, in my time, in my lifetime, did I merit to experience such a holy and pure
moment as this... What joy for me and my portion!

At 6:28 AM, we returned home and went to pray. What a great holiday!".
What happened to us?!

Familiarity breeds contempt. We have long lost the feeling that voting day is a
RELIGIOUS holiday in which we should thank God. The reason, of course, is quite
simple: We take for granted that the Jewish People are living a historic miracle, the
dream of prophets.

But is this the dream? That is, did the prophets believe that the ideal was democracy?

I was recently in a lecture on the Religious Status of the State of Israel and there the
lecturer claimed that democracy was such an ideal that he couldn’t imagine giving even
the Mashiach kingship!!! He, of course, quoted British historian Lord Acton who
observed: “Power corrupts; and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”

Now when R. Kook discussed the issue of governing the nation of Israel, he understood
that the last form of government was a Monarchy; and he understood that the
anticipated government, as prophesied by the prophets and codified by the Rambam and
others, is a Monarchy. Furthermore, all the halachot that give the government powers to
run a country are all stated in the name of the king (melucha) — like going to war,
executing criminals, etc.. (Indeed, if a government doesn’t have the authority to go to
war, it is considered a murderer for sending people unjustifiably to their death).
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R. Kook understood that the Monarch these thinkers had in mind was the Messiah and
the Messiah was not in the offing. As such, he deals with this issue at length in his
Mishpat Cohen and among other things, notes that the RMBM said the Rashei Galuyot
(Leaders of the Diaspora) were likened to kings, so all the more so leaders in Isracl. He
goes further and makes the statement that supplies the halachic foundation for accepting
democracy as the legitimate form of government in Israel. He explains that the will of
the people can come instead of the king, for, in fact, that will, expressed democratically,
has the power to appoint a government that is in lieu of a King.
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There is a practical problem here. R. Kook intended that the appointed king would be

the will of the JEWISH democracy — i.e., the Jews living in Israel.
1
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R. Henkin addressed this saying that once the Jews had designated a system of
appointment that included the minorities, that too would work. I have my doubts. But,
be that as it may, there is no question that the prime minister today has been elected by
the Jewish majority. Indeed, it is only when the left wing elects a prime minister that we
wonder if he would be in office without the support of the minorities.

So clearly there is room for democracy, and the government of Israel has legitimacy in
the eyes of halacha.

But let us return to the question of the king as ideal and the possibility of removing
democracy from Israel.

The 18c French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) explained that there are
essentially 3 forms of government (of course there are many others, but these are the
primary ones, the others being some derivative or combination thereof):

Democracy, Aristocracy, Monarchy.
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Democracy

As we know, a democracy is a government elected by the people. However, a true
democracy is when EVERYONE votes on EVERYTHING. Rousseau said this was
only good very small groups since it would be otherwise impossible to implement.
Indeed, today we do not have this pure democracy.
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Aristocracy

Then there is aristocracy. An aristocracy is a government made up of a small group of
elites. Our modern-day government is also made up of a small group of elites. The elites
are just ELECTED by the people. So it can be said that we have a democratically elected
Aristocracy.

Monarchy

And then there is the Monarchy. Popular philosopher Steven West explains Monarchy

like this (http://philosophizethis.org/episode-46-transcript/):
On the surface its great...Oh look, one really smart, altruistic guy making all of
the decisions! Talk about efficiency! There will never be any sort of bipartisan
gridlock, executive power will run smoothly and quickly...things will always get
done. But again, Rousseau thinks...its one of those things that sounds good in
theory but when put into practice there's always problems that rear their ugly
heads.
Again, if there weren't any ambitious, greedy or power hungry people in the
wortld, this system of government may be perfect...but as long as you have an
inordinate amount of power in the hands of one person...as long as what the
government sees as best is restricted to what one, single person sees as
best...you're setting yourself up for failure. Not only because that person might
end up being a Hitler or a Stalin or a Mao, but also because their decision making
is always going to be limited to one set of experiences. One guy can't be an expert
on every subject...you can be an expert on one...MAYBE two if you're really
smart...but if you ever run across anyone who always has the answer to any
question you ask them...they're probably pretending and in desperate need of
therapy.

And this brings us back to the Mashiach. As mentioned at the outset, the lecturer on the
Religious Status of the State of Israel said he could never imagine giving control to a
king, but this is based on the fact that he cannot imagine a perfect king. And while I
agree that, given today’s world, it is hard to imagine such an ideal king. But the
Messianic world is Messianic precisely because we can’t imagine it. And the Messiah is a
king who expresses the completely altruistic ideal.

Of course one could argue that “There is no difference between our times and those of
the Messiah other than the oppression of the nations”
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Nevertheless, we are talking about the Messiah, a leader who is God’s ultimate “trump
card” to bring the world to its halcyon conclusion. As such, I believe that we can expect
more for the Messiah than the kings of the past.

So, while today the democratically elected aristocracy does serve our needs, I see no
reason to hail this as the ideal. Indeed, the true ideal is what we all pray and hope for

every day.

May he come soon, BBY.

Mois Navon © 4 www.DivreiNavon.com



http://www.divreinavon.com/
http://philosophizethis.org/episode-46-transcript/

