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Issever Brit Mila — Elul 5784 (RH 5785)

Mazal Tov to Eliyahu and Leahlei. Mazal tov to all the family and friends who came from
near and far. Mazal tov to all Am Yisrael that a new Jew has been brought into the world
to help complete creation. What is demanded of a Jew to help complete creation? 1
believe that we can get an answer by looking at the connection between Brit Mila and

Rosh Hashana (that will mark in just a couple of days).

Let’s start with a relatively well-known Gem. (RH 16a):
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The Ritva explains that we blow the shofar in order to BOTH make God our King
(malchuyot) and to bring before Him our memories (zivchronot) in order that He
remember us for the good." R. David Kochavi (Provence, 13-14c), in his Sefer
HaMitzvah, explains that it is critical to first accept God as our moral authority
(malchuyot) before we intellectualize about what this entails (heeara sichlit) and then seek
that He remember us for the good (zichronot):
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These two efforts: accepting God as King and Remembering what that demands, is then
brought before God through the Shofar. Now, given the great importance of blowing
the Shofar on RH — indeed it is the “mitzvah deyoma” — an interesting question arises

when we have a brit mila on RH. Do we do the brit before or after blowing the Shofar?
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R. Yitzhak Zilberstein (son-in-law of R. Elyashiv) discusses this question in his Shu”t
Hashukei Hemed.

He explains that this basic question was already answered in the Shul”A:
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That is, we clearly give precedence to MILA over SHOFAR and blow after the Torah

reading before any tekiot.

The MB brings 3 reasons why:
7 9°¥0 7999 1920 NIYN WNI MIYN DN NDIN IV INHY I¥ 19992 NIvn
71792 YWINRTI PNY NPV [N29N NNW] DNIAN N2 : TN 12T [1] — 11D N7Np P2 (N0)
DTN AYPNN AN NN NPT T [2] 7NN DWIDIN IINY ¥ 1D DN Hwa pyiIn nnd
NN PYN OV ] PRNNY 122 D10 PHINNY DIPNY .[NIN] DI NI DYPN 22D NONT
PR OX D71 37377722 IRNDY MNYDI DY THD NNIANT RNV 7O ROW YT )50 NN
NYPN OTIP 2IN2 NV [3] MNANN NNV NN MNY PP XDV I9IND 7DD PINT NN
: [N7ON] 19 NYPN NYA 1IN M DT DIV ITD 1NV

So the middle reason — Tadir, ve’sheino-Tadir, Tadir kodem - is simply a technical

halachic rule. But the other two reasons are more philosophical:

[1] The first, because there is an “order”, perhaps, chronological order, to the ways these
mitzvot were brought in the Torah: first the brit with Avraham (which is mila) and then
the Akeida of Yitzhak (of which the shofar is a reminder). Importantly, the brit of
Avraham is referred to as “brit” alone, only parenthetically the MB tells us this is brit
mila. The point is that the mila is simply the sign of the covenant with God. What is
critical is the covenant, which basically says, we will do God’s will and He will help us to
do His will. In other words, this order emphasizes the idea of accepting MALCHUYOT
before the ZICHRONOT of the Akeida.

And here too it is important to understand that the ZIKARON of the Akeida is not that
we simply remember the historical event. Rather, what is critical is that we align with the

event, that we see ourselves as Avraham and Yitzhak — ready to sacrifice themselves to
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tulfill the will of God regardless if they could fathom the divine command (See my “The
Binding of Isaac™).” That is what the Akieda is all about.

[I am reminded here of a story that R. Adin Steinsaltz told several years ago at his bi-
annual hol hamoed lecture. He told of a talmid yeshiva of his that was drafted into the
army. The army asked him to be a spy in a foreign country. The talmid now asked R.
Steinsaltz if he should accept the job? He was asking if he should sacrifice everything he
is —i.e., he will no longer be religious, he will not even act Jewish — to defend the Jewish
people. R. Steinsaltz looked at him and said, “I cannot tell you what to do. All I can tell
you is that every Jew must sacrifice for the Jewish people.”] So we bring that memory,

that zikaron of sacrifice, both to our minds and to God’s.

[3] The last reason the MB brings is that we should have the merit of the mila when we
blow the shofar. This too emphasizes the notion that MALCHUYOT come before
ZICHRONOT - that acceptance of God’s kingship, of God’s moral authority as it
figures in the brit, not only comes before everything else chronologically [i.e., Avraham
did mila before akeida] and philosophically [i.e., you need to accept God before you
sacrifice for him] but also theologically — that is, we gain divine merit by accepting God

and His covenant — before we have even ever carried out that covenant.

What this means is that, first and foremost, it is critical for Jews to simply accept that
there is a Creator and that He is the world’s moral arbiter — He defines what is right and
wrong. This acceptance already gives us great merit in God’s eyes. For truly abiding by
the covenant is a lifelong endeavor in which we ever strive to morally refine ourselves.
God understands that we have a Yetzer Hara so that sometimes it is difficult to do the
right thing. What God doesn’t understand is if you justify your foibles by denying,

halila, that there is even a God, or that He is King, who defines right and wrong.

[This idea is seen in many places, but one that comes to mind is that of yaiin lo mevushal.
Religious Jews are forbidden to drink uncooked wine touched by idol worshipers, and
that includes Jews that don’t keep Shabbat (as a kenas, Hatam Sofer, 11:120). However,
there is a heter of R. Yaakov Ettlinger, in his Binyan Tzion #23, that says that if the Jew

believes in God, even if he breaks Shabbat le’teiavon, he is not in the category of an idol
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worshipper and we can drink his wine. Simply accepting that there is a God gives you

merit].

Now, to come back to the HH, he was asked a more difficult question than simply when
do we do mila on RH. He was asked, given that one must do mila before shofar, what if
a mistake was made, what if the circumstances were that the baby didn’t arrive at the shul
until they already blew the first set of shofarot (tekiot demeyushav) and now they don’t
know if they should do the mila before or after the rest of the shofarot (tekiot

demeumad).
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First reviews basic halacha in Shul”A and MB:
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HH lays out the problem and says: Maybe do the brit so they have zechut habrit before
the later shofrot. But maybe not because you’re not supposed to speak between all the
shofrot. But then again, he says, maybe speaking about the brit is not a hefsek since it
is, in a way, needed for the shofrot.
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HH then brings the Ohr Zarua who teaches that mitzvah min hamuvchar to do the mila

as soon as possible (at hashkama) and thus it would be a bizayon to delay the mila till

after all the tekiot are completed.
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And indeed, HH brings Levush who poskins explicitly that mila must be done before

the later tekiot because it will be too late.
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On the other hand, HH brings Meorot Natan, who asks, if it was halachically permitted
to do the mila between the tekoit demeyushav and the tekiot demeumad, there should
have been a takana [psak halacha] to that effect. The fact that no such takana exists

means that the mila would be considered a hefsek and you can’t do it till the end.
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[HH posits that maybe bidiavad it is still better to do the mila before the tekiot

demeumad, for all the reasons given to do mila before all the tekiot.]
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The Meorot Natan goes further and says that since one already started the tekiot, one is

already doing one mitzvah and there is a rule we don’t stop doing one mitzvah to do

another — osek bemitzvah patur min hamitzvah.
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Accordingly, the HH poskins that if one brought a baby to shul on RH after they already

blew the first set of tekiot, we would wait till after all the tekiot of the whole davening in

otder to then do the mila. This, of coutse, is bidi’avad.
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What we learn from all this is that Mila, as an ideal, precedes Shofar. The reason, as said,
is that Mila represents our acceptance of the covenant with God. It represents our
understanding that there is a Creator with a purpose, a plan for creation, one for which
we — the Jewish people — are essential. This is the first thing that we must all focus on as
we go into these days of awe. Accepting God as King (MALCHUIOT) is not some kind
of medieval ceremony — it is a deep existential moment wherein we affirm our beliefs
that, despite all the evil in the world, we know that there is a plan, that there is a
mashgiach, that the prophecies we have been carrying around for thousands of years will
come true. We remember (ZICHRONOT) that we are God’s people, that we have been
tied to the akeida of history for thousands of years. We have sacrificed ourselves in
God’s name. So when we blow the shofar (SHOFROT) we bring all this before God,

that He bless us with a year of victory over His enemies, and peace within our people.

May we be zoche to hear that great Shofar as we read from Isaiah (27:13):
And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great shofar will be blown; and they shall
come that were lost in the land of Assyria, and they that were dispersed in the land
of Egypt; and they shall worship the LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.
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