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BACKGROUND

So before we do the actual siyum mesechet, I would like to share with you a few words as

to how I got to doing this, my FIRST siyum mesechet.

Of course, I couldn’t have even begun without my wife Deena, so let me thank her before
saying anything else — both for this kiddush and for everything else —as R. Akiva said: sheli

veshelachem, shela hu.

As many of you know, I became religious in college when a mentor of mine began to teach
me about Jewish philosophy. It was the first time someone told me that there is a purpose
to the world, to our lives — I was intrigued. He said that, as Jews, we believe that there is
a Creator with a plan; that we each have a soul, and that we are here to fix our souls and

fix the wotld. Tikun HaNefesh, Tikun Olam.

[As a funny aside, when I first made Aliyah my Hebrew was very minimal, my vocabulary
was limited to the words I learned from my Torah studies. The first week we were here
we had to go sign up to a kupat holim, which meant we needed to fill out a health form
(she’aylon refui). I struggled to get through it, but I knew machalot was something I didn’t
have, so I checked off NO to all those questions. But then I got to a very strange question:
Do you have “bayot nafshiyot”? So I said to myself, bayot bayot — that means problems.
But what is nafshiyot? Ah, nefesh! They want to know if I have problems with my nefesh.
But OF COURSE, I do. We all do. We are here to do TIKUN HANEFESH. The only
reason I didn’t answer “yes” was because I thought it was very strange that the kupat holim

was asking religious questions!]

Anyway, my journey into Judaism started with reading philosophical and spiritual books,
like Derech Hashem and Tanya. At some point my mentor said that I really needed to

learn Gemara. So I joined a Gemara class. I can’t remember exactly which sugya it was,
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but it was something like Shnayim Ohazim b’Talit. Who gets what, who said what, and
other legal arguments. I said to myself: what am I doing here — I want to discuss

philosophy, like “why we are here,” not law and legalistic minutiae. I never went back.

Nevertheless, I realized that the Gemara is important and so I bought myself a set of
Soncino English Talmud, and anytime I was reading a philosophy book that referred to
the Gemara, I would look up the source and read a couple of pages before and a couple
of pages after the actual source in order to familiarize myself more with this text called the

Talmud.

Over the years I began to appreciate the central importance of the Gemara as I used it in
many of my weekly shiurim and drashot. At one point I tried to join a daf yomi shiur —
but that lasted for one month. The most Gemara I learned was when I studied for 6 years

at Mercaz HaRav for semicha — where I went through many many sugyot in great detail.

But for all that, I never finished a mesechet from start to finish ... until today.

WHY NOW?

This past October, I paid a shiva call to my friend David Geudalia who had lost his son
Yosef Malachi Geudalia, HY”’D, on Oct. 7. David told us about what a dedicated Torah
scholar his son was (talmid hachamim). How he learned at Yeshivat Benei David and
when he was killed his friends at Yeshiva Har Etzion put up his picture on the wall with
those of the Gedolim (R. Soloveitchik, R. Lichtenstein, etc.). Daivd told us about how he
had taken Yosef to their family Rabbi before Yosef was drafted and the Rabbi said that
Yosef should try to take on something more to be mehazek himself now that he was going

to the army. Yosef took on to learn mesechet Shabbat. But he didn’t get to finish it.

When I heard this, I knew that I had to finish it. Not knowing where he was holding, I
started from the beginning. So today, while Yosef is enjoying the Ziv Hashechina with all

the great martyrs of Israel — Kedoshei Yisrael — we will finish his mesechet for him.
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LAST WORDS OF MESECHET

The Gemara concludes a discussion about measuring (medida) on Shabbat with a story

(maaseh rav).
2 MY HP 97 NIV NN Y923 TNIN
NN 2992 1299 MN[0V 7ROV DY 1P PN 7PN ROW] XMD) ¥ 2D YOPIN NOW
NP NP — 7DD HY PN AW RN 27 92 N2 NN DN XIIW] NOINT NN 1T
DN : [XIN 2792 N0 ROW] 7D X .LDDIPD DX TTN 7PN XN 27 92 NIAN] 7D NYN XY
NNYPN NTTH MYYD IMNY 1INNR D)IIN] TN 2D MNN INDT ,MNNDT DTN 127 INNT
LN NPYYA POYNN : [NDIWY NI 2T 92 N2 7D N - [ 79N 0 IND OX DIAN N8O

Mitasek Balma Ana — I am just messing around. This is how the mesechet ends!!

On the halachic level, the Piskei Rid explains that Rabba Bar R. Huna told him he was just

playing around and had no intention of measuring:
2 NIY P 97 NIV NIVN 1799 2PV
NN NYTO HMINOINYL[PHYN DND] PINYD MIN POYNND NION TITHD 11ONN OPN ...
N3V oNN

The Daf Al Daf explains that Sehok implies kalut rosh (frivolity).
2 MY 1P 91 NIV NIYNM 910 Y 94
NIMNDN PRT (V2 1D O5WN) NN PNYN YN MOP) PINY NUIN "PInwD” wIad v ...
NN DI NIN NNDYA POYNN : NN 792 XD .RNDDYA POYNN ONX D ,NTT0Y HO5
T (DY - N PYD IV HD) DY ¥1IWA )31 12T PYID) PIN DTN NOINN KO TN
9N IMNY XON) ,XDYN NTTN - NYINDT D3N IMN XPYT IR DD TN ROV
AN (MINNDT NPT NNV

But then the question is asked how can it be that a great Amora is just “messing around”!?

Answer: He was in a jacuzzi and not allowed to think Torah so he was distracting himself.
2 MY 1P 97 HaAY NIDN 110 Yy 91
NIPN DAY YDA XON,TAN 91T DY YR : D711 990N 9HDa NNIN MPYA OV AN
POYNN NONIINT INNY DY IDIN NN DNY,NIN POYNN 11D NN 29 292 N7
TINMY MND OY ONDIYI DY NIMNDN DNIMNDT IINT IPITN DY I NN NPV
112 IN AV NDT,NNIYD POYNN NPNY NN PN XND 2D 12 NIV ....0OMON
51, NYITPAVY D272 NN 1I2TI ININY NOXRY DIPN XNINND N NI, O
DYINX DY1272 PIDY 12D MDY RDON NY2D IDIDN NYAT (N9 HD NPIND) DIPOIdN
.. WITPAVY D272 ININY XD NXOW »TD
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But even if that is true, we still have a great amora, sitting in the jacuzzi of the President’s

house, just “messing around,” having a good time (oseh hayim).

There is a very important message here. While the entire mesechet is one filled with all the
minutiae of the law, how one must be careful to fulfill the law in all its detail — and this is
indeed important since halacha is what frames our daily lives — this final story that closes
out the mesechet teaches that there is not only room, but a need to just mess around,

mitasek, lesahek.

And it is this philosophical message that is so important for us today, living under the
tensions of war. Of course we must take life seriously, mithazek be’emuna u’b’halacha,

but we must also let ourselves rejoice and even be stam mitasek in a jacuzzi.

DAY NOON NY XPIYOOY YNNIV N OV 1IN
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