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Above all the Torah asks for love: Thou shalt love thy God: Thou shalt love thy
neighbor. All observance is a training in the art of love. - Abraham Joshua Heschel

This Monday is TU TuB’AV — HAG HaAHAVA - and so I thought it appropriate to
explore with you the value of this day and its connection to AHAVA.

Well known Gemara on Taanit 30b gives SIX reasons why Tu BAV is special day:

2 MY Y 97 HIYN NIDN Y933 TNIN
01791 ANI WY NWHNI IXIYY D210 DI 1PN NY : DN 12 WHY 129 9N [Mwn]
MM 2 NIV DY ,NDXNNY NNYDD P2 TPNRT DIVA - DIN9DN DY RNOWA .0I NN
— INOTIOND AN VY NYNN RON .NININND
+179 92702+ WITTOND LD DT NIAD DXVIY ITMNY DY : INIIY TN DTN 27 N (1)
T YT NON N R NY 1T 92T -0 ThADN NNAY N MY WX 72T M
DYVMV+ TNV ,2NPI X122 11923 VIV IMNY DY : NI 29 IIN GO 17 NN (2)
TUINTOND LIWND 122D 1N 1N XD NHN YINX IIND NONNID YAV ORI WIN) +N7D
2220 NOY,NNN 27 N
195 NOW TY : 99 IINRT .I2T0 NN 12199V DY : PINY 927 AN 1IN D292 N2 (MN) (3)
YWIN D 10N TUND O +/2 DT+ TNV ,NWN DY NAT 1PN KD 9270 NN
SMN2ATN PN OYN)OHN N 2T 1D Nnnonn
DY V23 12 DY DVINY [DXIWN] NPTOIN NON 12 YYIN DV DY : AN XY (4)
A2 1XYW DN [R 999Y D] - VIN) 2072 ORIV WY ROV 0797711
YN NMY DY IMN : N1INHD 27 NN .DNAPY IN2 NN NMY DY : X MNN 17 (5)
.0NAPY MMV - VNPT ,INMIDN NIV - 2IVN ,2P0NN NIVD NI NPN NNIAPY IM2
NNON+ (NIN) .NIWNY DINY MIITN IPDIY DY 17PN INNT GO 27 N2 (6)
;0N SY NN WYN 790X AN WY IWNNN : I0IN DITHIN NYON 229 ,+X0INT : D7UN
92N DY TPY P : NOWIN 27 N . PYD 1RV 9D, NDIYNY DINY PNIID PRI
APD : D’YN NNDN+ (YON) - QDI NITY PO - POIIT TN 1NN 793 [1av]
DN NYIIPN : GO 20 AN TQON IND : (DY 27 )N)

Very interesting list. My question, as always, is: what is this list trying to teach?

(1) We have the INTERMARRIAGE of all the tribes — I would say this is teaching
the JOYOUS import of Social UNITY. Indeed, this is one of the critical

messages of 9AV, and so it is appropriate that the tikun and turn around is on
this day of turning fortunes. NISUIN=AHAVA

But LOVE and SOCIAL UNITY (achdut), doesn’t mean forgoing all of our principles!
Love w/o limits and Unity w/o meaning is worthless and even can be dangerous.

(2) And thus the next point — the allowance of BINYAMIN back into the fold —
while emphasizing this value of LOVE and SOCIAL UNITY amongst the Jewish
people, teaches that this is not at all costs, but only after there has been a tikun.
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Here there is an emphasis on LOVE and UNITY with MORALITY (Binyamin
having acted outside norms of morality).

Similarly, LOVE and SOCIAL UNITY is critical, but not at the cost of the POLITICAL
GOALS of people.

3)

)

And thus the point about the people of the desert STOPPING TO DYING.
The people died in the desert as a result of their failure to commit to ZION. Yes
we must be UNITED — and indeed, we all spent 40y in the desert for the sin of
the spies — we are AREIVM ZeH LeZEH. Nevertheless, we must not UNITE
for the wrong reasons, we must not sacrifice our national political goals of
settling the land to be “understanding and inclusive” of those who do not realize
the sacred value of ZION. Here there is an emphasis on LOVE and UNITY
with ZIONISM/POLITICS (against the spies who acted against this). We
rejoice in this understanding. (See also Gevurot Ari who says it is difficult to
rejoice the death of “parents” by kids of that generation. A: we are rejoicing end
of gezeira).

And this brings us to YARAVAM BEN NAVAT who divided the nation by not
allowing people to worship in the MIKDASH. There was here a DISUNITY
(hosser achdut) created using religion to divide the people politically. We must
realize that we are ONE PEOPLE, with ONE RELIGION and ONE CENTER
OF WORSHIP. Here it must be made clear that we seck unity and tolerance
WITHIN the definition of the worship of One God in the One Temple.
Defining religion in the name of tolerance is NOT a positive value. Also, there is
really no distinction between politics and religion, no distinction between church
and state — the Jewish religion is the Jewish national definition. Here there is an
emphasis on LOVE and UNITY with true RELIGIOUS values of Torah
U’Mesorah.

So these are the things we need to remember to get together as a people to fulfill our
national goals. However, there is still one more critical element — and that brings us the
5" point of Tu B’AV:

®)

©)

The allowance of BURYING THOSE KILLED IN BEITAR is a time to say
HaTov veHaMativ — we must realize that our national unity, our national goals
are guided and supported and made successful by the all good God. This
realization must be understood in a deep and authentic way. We must express a
true faith in God’s hidden hand. We do this by saying the HaTov veHaMativ
blessing. BUT NOT simply when we are drinking a better bottle of wine. Itis
easy to say this blessing when everything is good. We must realize that God is
guiding the world even at times when we are burying our dead. That is when the
Rabbis instituted this blessing! (And this is precisely the discussion on this
blessing versus Baruch dayan haemet in Gem. Brachot 60b — while we don’t say
HaTov VeHaMetiv on bad things, we strive to accept everything with the
equanimity of this blessing — in the words of R. Akiva — kol deavid rahmana letav
avid).

And finally, there is the JOY at STOPPING TO CUT THE WOOD. Is this
really something to celebrate??? Well if we think about it, it is a kind of symbol
of achieving our national goals for the year. We all work together to make sure
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the Mikdash will operate smoothly. The end of the wood cutting celebration is
the celebration of insuring the Mikdash operates.

Interestingly, the Gem doesn’t finish here but explains that from here on out the nights
get longer and then it uses some strange language that Rashi explains:
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So this change in the balance of night-time/day-time is to be used to increase in Torah,
which is also a way of maintaining the goals of the Jewish nation. But Rashi explains that
learning more Torah from Tu B’Av on is not just a nice thing to do but has SEVERE
consequences if one doesn’t do. Why should this ber! I don’t get it — just because one
doesn’t learn some Torah he will die before his timer! And if you thought this was just a
quaint aggada —the Rama brings it as halacha le’maaseh...
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So why such a SEVERE consequence??! I believe the reason is simple. We are the
people of the book. We have a mission. We are to learn the Torah. We are to teach the
Torah. We are to LIVE the Torah. If we don’t, we basically forfeit our purpose. And
that purpose is to bring ourselves, our people, and our world to understand what R.
Akvia said was the whole purpose of the Torah: V’Ahavta ...

Not for nothing (Lo BeKedi) is TU BAV known as the holiday of love — It is the holiday
where we affirm LOVE and UNITY in a MEANINGFUL way

(ACHDUT EEM MASHMAUT) in which the nation as a whole works toward the
lofty goal of the Torah: VeAhavta Lereicha ... Vehavta Et Hashem...

We should merit the symbol of that Love and Unity: the Mikdash, BBY.
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