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A Good Wife is a Wall to Her Husband
R. Mois Navon
Beit HaKenneset HaSefaradi BeRimon — Korah 5781

An interesting halachic question posed to the Hashukei Hemed: A woman purposely
inebriated (hishkah) her husband in order that he go to sleep and not go to a party where
he would be involved in lashon hara. The Husband awoke and was not happy. The
question is: Is a wife allowed to take such matters in her hand and do such a thing? Is
what she did halachically assur?
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To begin, the HH explains is that LH is something that is so important to avoid that it
even overrides learning Torah. That is, learning Torah really should serve to restrain one
from LH, but if one is beyond such help, then going to sleep is best.
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Of course this source that notes that sleeping is a solution to LH does not justify the wife

in question’s actions. So the HH goes on to bring the example of On ben Pelet’s wife.
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The Gem (San) tells how On Ben Pelet came and told his wife about the revolution he
was involved in. They discussed his participation with Korah, and his wife pointed out
to him that he stood nothing to gain by joining them — i.e., he would either be under
Moshe or under Korah). He agreed with his wife but said that he had promised his
allegiance to Korah and he couldn’t get out of it. He didn’t know what to do, so his wife
said leave it to me. She then got him drunk and went to their tent door with her hair
uncovered. This was enough to keep any visitor from entering [they may have been
rebels, but they still followed societal mores (muskamot hevratiot)].
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HH explains that On Ben Pelet’s wife’s actions provide precedence (takdim) for a wife to
cover for her husband, or even to inebriate him to remove him from sin. [It must be
said that the HH is here making a novel extension of the precedent because On Ben
Pelet actually consented to his wife’s actions, whereas HH permits the wife to take initiative
even unbeknownst to the husband.] Accordingly, HH brings the following Gem as
support for his hidush.
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The Meiri explains that this description of the woman surrounding the man is indicative
of the woman’s role of protector of her husband.
a2 T™NY 20 97 NN NIDN YINNT NINAN N
.DYPYI N NNON INIMVY NIV 92X 120N N2API 2XNDT NNIN X2

And based on this, HH is posek that the woman who inebriated her husband to save him
from participating in a LH party was indeed correct to do so, “since it is her job to
protect her husband.”
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But the HH is not satisfied with this conclusion and goes on to bring one last Gem that
shows that not only is a wife allowed to take severe measures to protect her husband
from sinning, but she is responsible to do so, to the point that if she does NOT do so,
she is liable to punishment for failing to fulfill her duty!
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In conclusion, while we are all familiar with the role of the wife as “ezer kenegdo”, we
here learn that this is not just a quaint aphorism (bitui nechmad), but a weighty title
(tafkid kaveid mishkal). And it is a role, that if both husband and wife appreciate they
will, b”H, merit all the rest of the blessings the Gem spoke — they will merit: simchan,
tova, bracha, tora, v’shalom.

Ken Yehi Ratzon.
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EXTRA

What is the role of a wife? Ezer Kenegdo. Is there more? Indeed! The Gem. teaches
that it is the wife who brings a man simcha, bracha, tova, Torah, wall, peace.
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Yev. 62b

R. Tanhum stated in the name of R. Hanilai: Any man who has no wife lives without
joy, without blessing, and without goodness. ‘Without joy’. for it is written. And thou
shalt rejoice, thou and thy house.27 ‘Without blessing’, for it is written, To cause a
blessing to rest on thy house.2s ‘Without goodness’, for it is written, It is not good that
the man should be alone.29 In the Westso it was stated:31 Without Torah and without a
[protecting] wall. ‘“Without Torah’, for it is written. Is it that I have no help32 in me,
and that sound wisdomss is driven quite from me.s4 ‘Without a [protecting] wall’, for
it is written, A woman shall encompass a man.ss Raba b. ‘Ulla said:31 Without peace,
for it is written, And thou shalt know that thy tentse is in peace; and thou shalt visit
thy habitation and shalt miss nothing.3
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