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Rosh Hashana — Yom Hadin and the beginning to the 10 days of teshuva. We are about
to enter the most intense period of prayer in the Jewish calendar. So I thought it
important to talk about prayer. Apparently Hazal thought so too because they fixed the
Haftara for RH as the story of Hana.
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Indeed, R. Hamnuna teaches that we learn from the story of Hanna numerous halachot
of tefilla:
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One must direct one’s heart
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Which the Rambam explains means one must clear one’s thoughts and be focused on
God only.
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So too Shul”’A
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Also one must move one’s LIPS and not only THINK
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But on the other hand one must not raise one’s voice
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And on this the Shul”A says that one himself should hear in a whisper but not others.
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And it is assur to daven drunk
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And if one did daven drunk it is tantamount to idol worship.
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All this is relatively well known. What is not so well known is that thee Gemara goes on
to tell about the intensity MMA'DIVIX ,NNYY of Hanna’s prayer.
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Here the Gemara tells of Hanna’s ultimatum to God.
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Now this is quite difficult for many reasons.

The Penei Yehoshua explains that

(1) How could she oveir issur Yihud — issur d”or?!

(2) How could she cause God’s name to be erased?!

The PY brings up two technical difficulties and then explains them away by saying that
Hanna said the ultimatum not as an ultimatum but rather as an ARGUMENT that God
would agree with...

So she argues to God: Look, if I was an unchaste person I could get a kid by drinking the
waters, so why should I suffer for being a modest woman and not get a kid?
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The Beit HalLevi has a similar take in that he too cannot believe she would have given

God an ultimatum but rather making a logical argument: She said, Look, I could do the
Sotah Waters thing and you would have to give me a son and in the meantime I would
cause your name to be erased. For your sake God, and the sake of your holy name,

wouldn't it make sense to just give me a son without the ordeal?
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So while these explanations certainly respond to our SHOCK at Hanna’s ultimatum, in a
way they neuter the power of the story. I mean it seems to me that Hazal wanted to
shock us in to understanding Hanna’s prayer — and simply making logical arguments with
God does not seem to me to be what they had in mind.

Now there is another story that I can think of where someone gives God an Ultimatum
and gets away with it. Honi: [As an aside, Moshe’s ultimatum was different since he
argues AGAINST his own interest]:
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Now given that Honi was almost excommunicated (MENUDEH) it is clear that it is
NOT acceptable to give God ultimatums.

BUT, again, the Gemara just told us that we learn so much about tefila from Hanna, and
indeed RSRH says:

R. Hirsch, Haftoroth, Rosh Hashanah
[Hannah] teaches us ... how we are to stand before God when praying. ..

So what are we to learn? My wife noted that both Hana and Honi share the same root
letters. ...
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And RSRH notes that HN is contended to HONEN, HANINA, MITHANEN
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Honi and Hanna are exemplary in fulfilling the words of RShimon in PAvot
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And on this Rashi explains:
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Indeed this is what God wants — he wants sincere prayer — tachununim. So the Midrash
Tanhuma explains that God kept the Matriarchs barren so that they would pray.
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Because at the end of the day — God wants the heart:
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On this holiest of the days — on Rosh Hashana — we must learn from Hanna — not to
make ultimatums, but yes to be so intense, so authentic, so sincere, that we give our
hearts in prayer, and not just our lips. And in so doing, may we, like Hanna, be answered
all of our hearts desires (1°2°9 MONWN).

Shana Tova.
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