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R. Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man

e The ethical and religious ideal of homo religiousus is the extrication of his existence
from the bonds of this world, from the iron chains of empirical reality, its laws and
judgments, and its elevation up to the level of being of a higher man, in a world that
is wholly good and wholly eternal. (p.15)

e When halakhic man pines for God, he does not venture to rise up to Him but rather
strives to bring down His divine presence into the midst of our concrete world...
When his soul yearns for God, he immerses himself in reality, plunges, with his entire
being, into the very midst of concrete existence, and petitions God to descend upon
the mountain and to dwell within our reality, with all its laws and principles. (p.45)
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R. Moshe Feinstein, Darash Moshe, Drush no. 30
[Beit Shammai focus on unity of the nations and Beit Hillel focus on bringing light to the world.]
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