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R. Haim Berlin, Shaarei Torah

Why did Rambam, who sifted with 13 sieves through the entire corpus of Torah and did
not neglect even one law from the written or oral Torah nor from anything written in
both Talmuds and all the beraitot. . . omit [the law] to not build Jericho?
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¢ 1867-1868 Charles Warren (British engineer): “As a
general result on the completion of these excavations it may
be said for a certainty that these mounds are artificial
throughout.”

©1907-1909, 1911 Ernst Sellin and Carl Watzinger (Austro-
German) expedition — due to his dating (c 1550 BCE),
concluded that city was long destroyed when Joshua arrived.

©1930-1936 John Garstang (British archeologist): “As to
the main fact, then, there remains no doubt: the walls [of
the city] fell outwards so completely that the attackers would
be able to clamber up and over their ruins into the city.” He
signed it and had two co-workers witness and sign it.

“In a word, in all material details and in date the fall of
Jericho took place as described in the Biblical narrative. Our
demonstration is limited, however, to material observations:
the walls fell, shaken apparently by earthquake, and the city
was destroyed by fire, about 1400 B.C. These are the basic : ~
facts resulting from our investigations. The link with Joshua and the Israelites is only
circumstantial but it seems to be solid and without a flaw.”
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¢ 1952-1958 Kathleen Kenyon (British archeologist): site was conquered in 1550 BCE
©1990,2008 Bryant Wood (Biblical Archeologist): site was conquered in 1400 BCE

no imported Cypriote ware — diagnostic for the ensuing Late Bronze I
period — was found at Jericho.

: Qj But, local pottery all characteristic of Late Bronze Age (c.1400 BCE)

The cemetery outside Jericho has yielded a continuous
series of Egyptian scarabs from the 18th through the
early-14th centuries B.C.E.. Shown clockwise from upper
left are scarabs bearing the names of Tuthmosis III (c.
1504-1450 B.C.E.), Amenhotep I1I (c. 1386-1349 B.C.E.)
and Hatshepsut (c. 1503-1483 B.C.E.) and the reverse
side of a seal, lower left, of Tuthmosis I11.

= . Kenyon’s analysis was based on what was 707 found at Jericho rather
\ = Oj/ than what was found. According to Kenyon, City IV must have been
B : destroyed at the end of the Middle Bronze Age (c. 1550 B.C.E.) because

C-14 dating: 1690-1610; 1640-1520; 1597191; 1590-1527 £100; 1347 £85
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The most abundant item found in the destruction, apart from pottery, was
grain. As noted above, both Garstang and Kenyon found large quantities of
grain stored in the ground-floor rooms of the houses. In her limited
excavation area, Kenvon recovered six bushels of grain in one season! This is

unique in the annals of Palestinian archaecology. Perhaps a jar or two might be

found, but to find such an extensive amount of grain is exceptional.

7 The ample food supply at Jericho indicates that it succumbed quickly, not
" after along siege...

UN3197Y PIM O
Kenyon: “The destruction was complete. Walls and floors were £ 7 ‘
blackened or reddened by fire, and every room was filled with fallen
bricks, timbers, and household utensils; in most rooms the fallen

debris was heavily burnt, but the collapse of the walls of the eastern

rooms seems to have taken place before they were affected by the

fire.”
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When the wall was deposited in this fashion at the base of the tell,
the collapsed mudbricks themselves formed a ready ramp for an
attacker to surmount the revetment wall.
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EXTRA

http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/tanach/rishonim/espektim-2.htm
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2008/08/Carbon-14-Dating-at-Jeticho.aspx
http://www.bibleprobe.com/jericho.htm
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2008/05/Did-the-Israelites-Conquer-Jericho-A-
New-Look-at-the-Archaeological-Evidence.aspx
http://www.ancientdigger.com/2011/12/walls-of-jeticho-archaeology-that.html
http://www.aish.com/jl/h/cc/48937787 html

“But it is absolutely untrue that archaeology disproves the Bible. On
the contrary, I think archaeology proves it, .. If someone attacks the
Bible, saying it is not historical, that it is nonsense and fiction,
then I say that archaeology has increased my belief that basically the
historical parts of the Bible are true. No doubt of that. .. I think
archaeology has actually given me, if you ask me subjectively, a
greater respect for the Bible.

(Yigal Yadin, BAR, 1983)
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